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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF ACTS (ACTS 1)
The book of Acts was written by Apostle Luke, the writer of the Gospel of Luke, to a man called Theophilus. The book of Acts contains the activities of Jesus from His ascension and the work of the disciples after Jesus had ascended into heaven.
However, the book centered on the promise of the Holy Spirit, how it came upon the apostles, and how they were able to carry out the Great Commission to go into the world and preach the gospel to all mankind, starting from Jerusalem to Judea, Samaria, and to all parts of the world.
More so, the book of Acts is a continuation of the book of Luke. The book of Acts concerns itself with the great works of the apostles through the Holy Spirit, and that is why it is called the Spirit's workshop.
The coming of the Holy Spirit on the apostles marked the beginning of the Church; hence, the Church was born on Pentecost Day.
Significance and Moral Lessons
1. We learnt that the Book of Acts and the Gospel of Luke were written by Apostle Luke.
2. The Book of Acts was written to Theophilus.
3. The Book of Acts is the continuation of the Book of Luke.
4. The Book of Acts is mainly about the great works of the apostles through the Holy Spirit.







THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH)
(Joel 2:28–29, Acts 1:8, and Luke 24:49)
The Holy Spirit is the third person in the Holy Trinity. Other names of the Holy Spirit are the Paraclete, Comforter, Counsellor, Teacher, Senior Partner, Helper, Energiser, etc.
Jesus was able to carry out His earthly ministry through the power of the Holy Spirit, and so, knowing the importance of the Holy Spirit, He promised His disciples to send them the Holy Spirit. He told them that He would send them another Comforter who will abide with them forever, the Spirit that the world cannot receive.
Jesus re-affirmed the above promise when He resurrected. He told the disciples to wait in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit comes upon them, for when it comes upon them, they shall receive power (Acts 1:8). Jesus also promised to send His Holy Spirit upon His disciples when He said in Luke 24:49:
“And I myself will send upon you what my Father has promised. But you must wait in Jerusalem until you are clothed with power from on high”.
In the same vein, Joel 2:28–29 says:
"Afterwards, I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh. Your sons and daughters shall prophesy; your young men would see visions and your old men dream dreams. And I will pour my Spirit even upon maid and men servants."
ASSIGNMENT: Give account of the coming of the Holy Spirit. (write it on your test and assignment book)





THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
The Pentecost Day (Acts 2:1–42)
When the time came for the promise of the Holy Spirit to be fulfilled, the disciples were all gathered in the upper room praying. Suddenly, a sound of mighty rushing wind came and filled the house in which they were. There appeared and rested on their heads tongues of fire and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.
Immediately, they started speaking in other tongues and languages as the Spirit gave them utterance. The people that came to Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost saw what was happening, that the apostles were speaking their own native languages, proclaiming God's mighty works, and they said:
“Are these men not Galileans? How is it that we hear them speaking in our own native languages?”
Some other people, however, mocked them saying that they were drunk, Peter however told them that they were not drunk as it was only nine (9:00 a.m.) in the morning. He told them that what they were seeing was just the fulfilment of God's promise to pour out His Spirit upon all flesh on the last day.
Conversion of Three Thousand (3,000) Men
When the people heard Peter, they were convicted of their sins that they asked him what they should do. Peter then told them to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus so that they can receive God's gift of the Holy Spirit, for the promise was also for them and their children. Following the preaching of Peter on that day, three thousand men were converted or added to the original one hundred and twenty (120) believers, making the total, three thousand one hundred and twenty (3,120).
Significance and Moral Lessons
1. We learnt that God fulfils His promises.
2. We learnt that God is concerned about our weaknesses and needs.
3. The Holy Spirit gives us power to do what we cannot do ordinarily.
4. The Holy Spirit gives us different gifts to work for God e.g. speaking in tongues, prophecy, wisdom, knowledge e.t.c.

EFFECTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ON THE EARLY CHURCH (DISCIPLES)
1. The Holy Spirit gave them courage.
2. He gave them boldness.
3. The Holy Spirit gave them utterance and interpretation of tongues.
4. He gave them wisdom.
5. He gave them power for miracles.
6. He gave them unity.
The Healing of the Cripple at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple (Acts 3:1– )
Peter and John were going to the temple to pray at the ninth hour, and they saw a man born lame sitting and begging at the gate. The man asked Peter and John for alms, but Peter looked straight at him and said:
“Silver and gold I have none, but what I have I will give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” 
He stretched out his right hand and held him up, and immediately his feet and ankles received strength. He stood up, started leaping and jumping, and entered into the temple, praising God. The people were amazed at what happened, and they gathered around them.
Significance and moral lessons
The following are the significance and moral lesson;
1. There is power in the name of Jesus
2. We should accept Jesus as our Lord and savior




Fellowship in the Early Church
The early church can be defined as the first body of believers or disciples of Jesus, including the twelve apostles, while fellowship is the feeling of togetherness or friendship among people of the same belief.
The early church fellowshipped together and shared many things in common, which included the following:
1. They prayed together.
2. They broke bread together.
3. They had things in common.
4. They were united in spirit and soul.
PROBLEMS IN THE EARLY CHURCH
Irrespective of the fellowship enjoyed by the early church, there were also some problems encountered by them, but they were, however, settled or solved by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Among these problems were;
1. Fraud in the early church
2. Murmuring in the early church
Fraud in the early church
Fraud is a crime whereby somebody is cheated such that his or her money or goods are illegally taken away. In the early church, fraud was committed by a couple called Ananias and Saphirah. They sold a portion of their land and kept back part of the money and brought the remaining and gave it to the apostles as if it was all they realized. When they brought the money to Peter, he said to Ananias;
“ Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to let you lie to the Holy Spirit by keeping back part of the money from the land?. Before and after you sold the land, it was yours, why have you conceived such evil in your heart?. You have not lied to man but to the Holy Spirit”
When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. Three hours later, the wife came in not knowing what had happened and Peter asked her if the money they brought was all they realized and she said yes. Then, Peter said to her, "How did both of you agree to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? The feet of those who buried your husband are at the door and they shall carry you out." Immediately, Sapphira fell down and died, and the young men that buried the husband came and carried her out and buried her. As a result of this, fear came upon the church.
Murmuring in the Early Church
Murmuring means complaining about somebody or something out of dissatisfaction. Murmuring could be caused by hunger, discrimination, power tussle, oppression, hatred, cheating, etc.
Murmuring occurred in the early church when the Hellenists or Grecians complained of being neglected in the daily distribution of food. When the apostles heard about it, they gathered all the disciples together and said to them:
"It is not proper that we should leave the work of God to serve tables."
They encouraged them to choose some men of high repute among them who can do the work of serving food perfectly while they will concern themselves with the work of spreading the gospel. This however made the people happy and they choose seven men among them to do the work and they called them deacons.
The seven deacons
Deacons are church officials who are not part of the clergy but assist in running the affairs of the church.
Qualities of a good deacon
1. He must have a good character
2. He must be sincere
3. He must not be a drunkard
4. He must be able to manage his children and family well
5. He must have only one wife
6. He must be able to keep secret
The seven deacons
The following are the names of the seven deacons vizly;
1. Stephen
2. Philip
3. Prochorus
4. Nicanor
5. Timon
6. Permonas
7. Nicolaus

OPPOSITION TO THE GOSPEL (ACTS 3: 1-26; 4: 1-23)
The term opposition can be defined as a strong disagreement with somebody or something with the intention of stopping something from happening. Opposition can come in different ways which include
1. Arrest
2. Persecution
3. Death
4. Protest
Arrest of Peter and John (Acts 3: 1-26)
After the healing of the lame man at the beautiful gate of the temple, people were amazed and stared at Peter and John with surprise. Then Peter started preaching to them about the resurrection and enjoined them to repent of their sins so that God will forgive them. 
While Peter and John were talking to the people on resurrection, the priests, captain of the guards and Sadducees arrested them because they are preaching about the resurrection of Jesus and they put them in jail, until the next day. On the next day, they brought them out before Annas and Ciaphas the High priest, Alexander, John and others and questioned them about the healing of the lame man. Peter full of the Holy Spirit told them it was in the name of Jesus whom they crucified. The religious leader however, agreed to warn them not to preach again in the name of Jesus. Peter told them to judge what is right, to obey God or to obey man. Finally, they cautioned them and set them free. 

Opposition and martyrdom of Stephen (Acts 6: 1-15. 7: 1-60)
Stephen a man full of the Holy Spirit, faith and wisdom was successful in all that he did among the widows. He worked great signs and wonders, and this made the jews to hate him and they leveled false accusation against him that they spoke against Moses and the law before the council, they further accused him of speaking against the law and the temple. Stephen however ended himself and told them about their aeneology from Abraham to the time of Christ. He reminded them of hoe they killed Jesus and disobeyed the word of God. While he was speaking, they looked at his face, and it was like that of an angel. Stephen then said he saw heaven opened and Jesus standing at the right-hand side of God. When they heard this, they shout at him and stoned him to death. Before his death, he prayed for them that God would forgive them after which he committed his spirit into God’s hand and he died.
Significance and moral lessons
1. We should always seek for the help of the Holy Spirit
2. We should always forgive our offenders
3. We must be ready to die for our faith
4. We should be ready to do God’s work



Conversion of Saul (Acts 9: 1-22)
The early life of Saul
Paul was a Jew born in Tarsus in Cilicia Asia Minor. He studied Jewish law and religion under a great teacher called Gamariel and he was a Pharisee.
Paul had dual citizenship, Jewish and Roman. Jewish because his parents were Jews but acquired Roman citizenship. Paul spoke three languages which include Greek, Hebrew and Aramean. He was a zealous and hardworking student. He graduated with an excellent result. Paul was also a tent maker which he learnt from his father. He did not know Jesus but came to Jerusalem after the death of Jesus. He only heard stories about him and he started persecuting his followers. 



Conversion of Saul (Acts 9:1-22)
Conversion means a change from one belief, faith or religion to another. It could be a change in ones understanding and point of view about life. Saul was converted from being a persecutor of the church to an apostle of Christ. 
After Saul had persecuted the church or Christian in Jerusalem, he heard that many of them had ran to other places like Damascus, Syria etc. So he went and collected letter of permission from the high priest to go to Damascus and arrest the believers and bring them back to Jerusalem and put them into prison. While Paul was on his way to Damascus, suddenly a light shone on him from heaven, and he fell down from his horse and he heard a voice saying
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me”
And he answered saying
“Who are you Lord that I am persecuting”
The voice replied saying
“I am Jesus Christ of Nazareth whom you are persecuting”
He then told him to rise and go to Jerusalem where he would be told what to do. Saul’s companions heard the voice but did not see anybody. Saul stood up blind anss led into the city by his travelling companions. He stayed three days without food and water. God sent Ananias to go to a street called straight and aask for a man called Saul of Tarsus in the house of a man called Judas. He should pray for him to regain his sight. Ananias hesitated but God assured him that he was already a changed person.
Ananias obeyed God and went and prayed for Saul and he regained his sight and was baptized and his name was changed from Saul to Paul. He then took food and was strengthened and at once he went to synagogue and started preaching the gospel.
Reactions to Saul's Conversion
As soon as Saul was converted, he started preaching. This, however, made his companions and the Jews in Damascus angry, and they plotted to kill him. They watched the city gate day and night to ensure he did not escape.
When the brethren in Damascus learnt about the plot, they rescued Paul by lowering him down over the wall in a basket at night. So he escaped to Jerusalem. When he got to Jerusalem, he wanted to join the brethren, but they were afraid of him because they did not believe he had actually repented. Barnabas, however, helped to explain to the disciples that he had been converted. When he started preaching the gospel, his opponents also plotted to kill him, but the disciples saved him, and he went to Caesarea, from where he went to Tarsus.
Significance and Moral Lessons
1. We should always be hardworking and ready to defend the Christian faith, as Paul did.
2. Persecution is part of the Christian faith, so we should not be discouraged when it comes.
3. We must always be ready to change for the better.

The Church in Samaria
After the death of Stephen, the Church experienced hard times and persecution. This made the disciples scatter all over the country, leaving only the apostles in Jerusalem. Philip went down to Samaria and proclaimed the gospel of Christ to the people of Samaria. The Samaritans, in one accord, believed the gospel preached by Philip when they saw the signs and wonders that God worked through him. However, there was a magician called Simon who had amazed and bewitched the whole city with magic power, such that they saw him as a great man. The Samaritans believed in the gospel and were baptized. So also did Simon. When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the Samaritans had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them to lay hands on them so they would receive the Holy Spirit.
When Simon saw that the Spirit was given by the laying on of the apostles' hands, he gave Peter money to give him such power, so that whoever he laid hands on would receive the Holy Spirit.
But Peter said to him:
"Perish with your money, for how do you think you can receive the gift of God with money! Repent, you have no lot nor part in this..."
Peter told him that he was caught in the gall of wickedness and that he should repent of his sins. Simon then told Peter to pray for him so that the evil he talked about would not fall on him. The apostles preached the gospel and returned back to Jerusalem.
The Significant and Moral Lessons
1. We should not be boastful.
2. We should be loyal and faithful to God.
3. We should repent of our sins and give our lives to Christ as our personal Lord and Saviour.
The church in Lydda ( Acts 9: 36-42)
As Peter visited many churches outside Jerusalem to encourage and exhort them, he visited the saints in Lydda. There he saw a crippled man whose name was Aeneas. He had been bedridden for eight (8) years. When Peter saw him and saw that he had faith to be healed, he said to him:
“Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you. Arise and make your bed.”
Immediately, the man arose and started walking, and the people in Lydda saw this and were amazed. As a result of this, many people were converted in Lydda and Sharon.
The Church in Joppa
Also at Joppa, there was a disciple whose name was Dorcas, also known as Tabitha. She was a widow but very generous and kind-hearted. One day, she fell sick and died, and her body was washed and laid in the upper room waiting for burial. When the disciples heard that Peter was at Lydda, they sent two people to go and bring him, since Lydda was not far from Joppa. When Peter came to Joppa, the disciples showed him where they laid Dorcas, and the women surrounded her crying and showing him all the garments that Tabitha made for them when she was alive.
Peter told them to go outside, and he knelt down and prayed and said to her, “Tabitha, arise.”
She opened her eyes and Peter handed her over to the saints in Joppa. The news of the miracle spread all over Joppa and many people believed in the Lord. Peter remained in Joppa for some days with Simon the tanner.
Moral Lessons
1. We learnt that it is good for Christian leaders and church founders to always encourage the new converts.
2. We should always show love and care for those in need as in the case of Tabitha.
3. We should have faith in the name of Jesus for healing and miracles.
4. We should pray for the gift and power of healing and miracles as it helps to convert souls.
ASSIGNMENT: Write a short note on the conversion of Cornelius
Conversion of Cornelius ( Acts 10 : 1 – 48)
Definition: It is defined as the act of changing from one religion or belief to another. 
There was a centurion named Cornelius who lived at Caesarea. He was a devout man who feared God with his family and gave alms liberally to the people and prayed constantly to God. One day, as he was praying at the ninth hour, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a vision and called him, “Cornelius!” He stared at him and said, “Lord, what is it?”
And the angel said to him, “Your prayers and alms have come to God as a memorial.” He then told him to send people to Joppa to bring Simon called Peter, who was lodging in the house of Simon the tanner, whose house was by the seaside. When the angel left, Cornelius sent two of his servants and a devout soldier to bring Peter.
The next day, as the men were on their way to Joppa, Peter went to the upper room to pray at the sixth hour. He was hungry and while waiting for the food to be prepared, he fell into a trance and saw heaven opened and a great sheet descending from heaven. This sheet contained all manner of unclean animals, and a voice came saying, “Peter, rise, kill and eat.” But Peter said, “No, Lord, you know that I have never eaten anything common or unclean.” And the voice said, “What God has called clean, thou shall not call unclean.” This was repeated three times, and the sheet was laid back into heaven.
While Peter was thinking about the vision and what it could mean, the men sent by Cornelius arrived and were asking after him. Then the Holy Spirit told him to go down and meet his visitors and be ready to go to Caesarea with them because God had sent them. Peter went down and welcomed them, and after hearing their story about the vision of Cornelius, he went down to Caesarea with them in the company of other brethren. When Peter arrived in Cornelius' house, Cornelius fell down at his feet and worshipped him, but Peter lifted him up and made him know that he was just an ordinary man. He made it clear to Cornelius that coming to his house was by divine revelation because Jews have nothing in common with Gentiles. He then demanded to know why he had called him.
Cornelius at this juncture told Peter his vision, and Peter started preaching. He said he had seen that God is not a respecter of persons but rather accepts anyone who serves Him in truth and in spirit. He then started preaching the message about Jesus to them, and while he was talking, the Holy Spirit came down on them and they spoke in tongues. Pater then baptized Cornelius and his household.
Significance and Moral Lessons
1. Salvation is for all, whether Jew or Gentile.
2. God keeps records of our good deeds and will reward us accordingly.
3. We should always pray and give alms to the poor so as to attract God's mercy.
4. God is not a respecter of persons but accepts anyone who obeys Him.
5. God speaks to His people through visions and trances.






