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THE SYNOPTIC GOSPEL
The word Synoptic is an English word derived or coined from the Greek phrase “viewed” or “seen together.” The term is applied to the first three Gospels, which are Matthew, Mark, and Luke. These Gospels are called the Synoptic Gospels owing to their similarities in their arrangement, style, and wording in the presentation of the events in the life and ministry of Jesus.
In other words, the Synoptic Gospels are called because of their ability to see events from the same point of view. However, despite the similarities they exhibit, we must note that some differences do exist among them. In view of this, we shall examine the events recorded by these Gospels vis-à-vis their similarities and differences.
THE BIRTH OF JESUS
The account of the birth of Jesus is recorded in the Gospel of both Matthew and Luke.
According to the account of Matthew, Mary, a young lady (virgin), was betrothed to Joseph, who was of the lineage of David. She was found pregnant before getting married to him. Joseph, being an upright man, decided to quietly disengage from her in order not to put her to public shame. But before Joseph could make a move, Angel Gabriel appeared to him in a dream and said:
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. She will bear a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sin”.
This was in fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah when he said,
“Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son and his name shall be called Emmanuel which means, God with us”.
According to Matthew, Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea at the time when Herod was the king.
Luke's Account of the Birth of Jesus
According to Luke, Mary, a young virgin living in Nazareth in Galilee, was engaged to Joseph from the house of David. An angel appeared to her, telling her that she had found favour with God. Mary did not understand what the angel meant. The angel then explained that she would conceive and bear a Son whose name would be called Jesus. This child would be great and be called the Son of the Most High. He would inherit the throne of David forever. Mary asked how this was going to be since she was a virgin. The angel replied that the Holy Spirit would come upon her and the power of the Most High would overshadow her, and the child would be called Holy, the Son of God.
The angel further convinced Mary that with God everything is possible, as he also reported to her that Elizabeth, her cousin, who was barren, was also pregnant. Mary replied:
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord, be it done to me according to your word.”
The angel departed, and Mary became pregnant by the power of the Holy Spirit. She arose and visited Elizabeth, who was very delighted to have the mother of the Lord visiting her. She knew that Mary was pregnant because, according to her, the child in her womb leapt for joy when she heard Mary's greeting.


Jesus Was Born in Bethlehem
At the time Mary was pregnant, Emperor Augustus issued a decree ordering a census to be taken in the entire Roman Empire. Quirinius was the Governor of Syria when Jesus was born. The decree took everyone to their native land to be counted. Joseph and Mary, his pregnant wife, also went to Bethlehem, the city of David, to register there. While there, Mary fell into labour, and the only place they could find was a manger. She gave birth to her baby boy, wrapped him in swaddling cloth, and laid him in the manger.
The Similarities in the Account
The similarities between the Gospels of Matthew and Luke are:
1. The coming of Jesus was prophesied by the prophet Isaiah.
2. He was born in Bethlehem (House of Bread).
3. Joseph and Mary were his parents.
4. The Holy Spirit was responsible for her conception.
5. He was to be named Jesus.
6. He settled with his parents in Nazareth.
7. Herod was king at the time Jesus was born.
The Differences in the Account
The differences between the Gospels are:
1. While Matthew centered on Joseph, Luke based his story on Mary.
2. Matthew's account has the visit of the Magi, while Luke has the visit of the Shepherds.

Significance of Jesus' Birth
1. It was a fulfilment of the prophecies concerning the coming of the Saviour.
2. The birth of Jesus is celebrated every year as Christmas. This is a call to renew our faith in Jesus, who was born to bring salvation to mankind.
3. The conception by the Holy Spirit and the birth of John the Baptist show that with God all things are possible.
4. The birth of Jesus to parents of lowly status shows that God identifies with the poor.
5. The annunciation of the birth of Jesus to the shepherds indicates that salvation is for all people, no matter their social status.



THE BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION OF JESUS
The Baptism of Jesus According to Matthew
Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee to be baptized by John at the River Jordan. John hesitated to baptize Jesus, saying:
“I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
But Jesus replied that John should baptize Him so that all righteousness would be fulfilled. So John baptized Jesus. Immediately He came out of the water, the heavens opened, and the Holy Spirit came and rested on Him in the form of a dove. Then a voice spoke from heaven, saying;
 “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
Significance of Jesus' Baptism
1. Jesus was shown as a law-abiding citizen when He went for baptism, which was originally a custom of the Jews.
2. Jesus' acceptance to be baptized by John demonstrated His humble nature.
3. The gift of the Holy Spirit He received that day gave Him power for His earthly ministry.
4. The voice which spoke from heaven confirmed that Jesus was truly the Son of God; thus, Jesus was commissioned for His ministry.
5. Jesus accepted baptism to identify Himself with the sinners that He came to save.

The Temptation of Jesus
Definition: Temptation is defined as a strong urge or desire to do something bad.
All the Synoptic Gospels agreed that Jesus was tempted by the devil. However, Matthew and Luke gave a detailed account of the temptation of Jesus. Mark only mentioned that as soon as Jesus came out of the water, the Holy Spirit drove Him into the wilderness, where He was tempted by Satan for forty days and was with the wild animals and the angel ministered to Him.
The Difference Between Matthew and Luke Account
1. The second temptation in Matthew's account is the third in Luke's account, while the third temptation in Luke's account is the second in Matthew's account.
2. Matthew ended his account by saying that the devil left Jesus and the angels came and ministered to Him, while Luke concluded that Satan left Jesus until another opportune time.
Temptation According to Matthew
As soon as Jesus left the water, the Holy Spirit led Him into the wilderness where He fasted for forty days and forty nights. Jesus became hungry, and the devil came to tempt Him, saying:
“If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.”
But Jesus replied:
“It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes out of the mouth of the Lord.’”
Again, the devil took Jesus to the pinnacle of the temple and said to Him:
“If you are the Son of God throw yourself down, for it is written, He will give His angels charge over you, and they will bear you in their hands, so that you will not strike your feet against a stone.”
Jesus replied again:
“You shall not tempt the Lord your God.”
Lastly, the devil took Jesus to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glories, and told Him, saying:
“All these I will give you if you bow down and worship me.”
Jesus again replied:
“Begone Satan, it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and only Him shall you serve.’”
The devil left Him, and the angels came and ministered to Him.
The Significance of the Temptations of Jesus
1. The first temptation of Jesus was aimed at making Jesus place physical needs above spiritual needs, thereby becoming an economic Messiah.
2. The second temptation, according to Matthew, was to make Jesus a magician by displaying spiritual power unnecessarily.
3. The last temptation, according to Matthew was to make Jesus a political Messiah.
4. Since Jesus was tempted, nobody is above temptation; hence every Christian should prepare for it.
5. This was Jesus' first victory over the devil.

DISCIPLESHIP
Definition: This means the act of following a religious or political leader's teachings in order to attain a particular height or the goal which the leader has achieved or the goal which the leader has achieved while a disciple is one who believes, obeys, and follows the teachings of his master.
Call of the First Five Disciples
All the Synoptic Gospels have the account of the call of the first five disciples. However, Matthew and Mark's accounts are similar in arrangement and in content, but Luke's account takes a sharp divergence from the first two Gospels.
According to Matthew and Mark, Jesus was walking along the seashore of Galilee when He saw two men fishing, and He said to them:
"Follow me." Immediately, they left their nets and followed Jesus. Further on the same shore, as He went, He saw two brothers mending their nets with their father Zebedee. He called them and immediately, they left their father and followed Jesus. These four disciples were Simon Peter, Andrew his brother, James and John the sons of Zebedee, whom Jesus called the Sons of Thunder.
The Call of the First Four Disciples According to Luke
Luke's account has it that after the temptation of Jesus, he went about preaching and healing the sick. One day, a group of people pressed upon him to hear his teaching by the Lake of Genesaret. Jesus saw two boats and he got into the one belonging to Peter. Peter and others had gone out of the boat to wash their nets. Jesus told Peter to push the boat into the lake and he began to preach and teach.
After preaching to the people, he told Peter to cast his net into the water. Peter replied that they had toiled all night but did not catch any fish. However, he said since Jesus had instructed, he would obey. When he cast his net into the water, the net was filled with fish to the extent that it started breaking. Peter called the other fishermen who helped him to pull the net into the boat. The fish filled the boat and the boat was almost sinking. Peter was surprised at the miracle and he fell down before Jesus saying,
“Depart from me for I am a sinful man.”
All the people there, including James and John, were astonished. Then Jesus said to him,
“Do not be afraid; henceforth you will be catching men.”
They brought their boat to the land and went with Jesus.
The Call of Matthew
Later, Jesus saw Levi, a tax collector, working at the tax office and he called him. Immediately, he left the work and followed Jesus. At the house of Levi, Jesus was present with other tax collectors. The Pharisees were asking among themselves how Jesus could be dining with sinners.
Jesus then answered them, saying:
“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repent.”
Significant Lessons on the Call of the First Five Disciples
1. The first five disciples responded promptly to their call. This teaches that whenever God calls us to service, we should not delay.
2. Matthew sacrificed his lucrative job for his call to discipleship. This teaches that Christians should be ready to surrender all to obey the divine call.
3. One of the reasons why Jesus called his disciples was for them to carry on the message of salvation after his departure from the earth.
4. Christians should not condemn sinners but show them love and care in order to bring them close to God.
5. Obedience is one of the demands of discipleship. Christians should relate with their church leaders in humility and obedience.
6. Christians can be called to function in other ways as disciples, e.g. evangelists, Sunday school teachers, choristers, ushers, church secretaries. They can use their different professions to serve God.
Demands of Discipleship (Matt. 8:18–22; Luke 9:57–63)
Demands of discipleship are the simple requirements for discipleship. The Gospels of Matthew and Luke gave the account of three people usually referred to as the would-be followers or disciples. The first one was a scribe. He came to Jesus and requested to become his disciple. Jesus, knowing that this man was used to a life of affluence and luxury, answered:
“Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”
The second would-be disciple was actually called by Jesus, but his response was that he would first have to go and bury his parent.
Jesus answered him, saying:
“Follow me and leave the dead to bury their dead.”
Like the second man, the third would-be disciple expressed his interest in becoming a disciple, but he requested that he should be allowed or permitted to go and bid (say) a formal goodbye to his people. But Jesus replied:
“Anyone who puts his hands on the plough and looks back is not fit for the kingdom of God.”
Jesus further added that Christians should take up their cross and follow him. He told his disciples that any man who wants to build a house should first know the cost, lest he abandons it halfway.
Significant Points and Lessons
1. The first incidence teaches that Christians should not expect a life of luxury and comfort when they are called to discipleship. Rather, they should know it is a life that requires personal sacrifice, self-denial and total commitment.
2. The second incident teaches that service to God supersedes any other duty. It also teaches that God requires total obedience and prompt response.
3. The third incident shows that we should be more committed and dedicated to the service of God. Once we have made up our minds to do the work of God, there should be no going back.
4. By saying that Christians should take up their cross and follow Him, Jesus wants us to understand that in the course of discipleship, one is most likely to encounter extreme hardship and persecution, since the cross is a symbol of shame, dishonour and difficulty.
5. From the above, we learnt that there are factors that militate against discipleship, and they include the following:
a. Love of money, pleasure and position.
b. Commitment to one's family, town and place of work.
c. Lack of funds to sponsor the gospel.
d. Unfavourable climatic condition


Mission of the disciples
To embark on a mission means to be sent out to perform a certain task. Jesus selected and trained his disciples for the purpose of working with him while on earth, so that they can take over from him after his departure. Jesus prepared his disciples on how to face persecution and trials, and that was why he sent them on first and second mission in order to have a first-hand experience.
The Synoptic have a record of the mission of the twelve, but only Luke gave an account of the mission of the seventy.
Mission of the Twelve (Mt. 10:1–15; Mk. 6:7–13; Lk. 9:1–16)
Jesus, having taught several followers, selected twelve among them. Early in his ministry, Jesus sent out the twelve to preach, teach, and heal and to cast out demons.
All the Synoptic agreed on the duties the disciples were to perform. They also added that Jesus gave them certain instructions which include:
1. Do not take more than one tunic.
2. Do not take any money or purse.
3. Bless anyone who accepts or receives you.
4. Accept whatever that is presented to you because labourers deserves their wages.
5. Shake off the dust from your sandals against any house that rejected you as a testimony against them.
6. Jesus said that the judgment that such town receive would be more terrible than Sodom and Gomorrah.
Mathew gave a specific warning that the disciples were not to go to any town among the gentiles except only to Jewish towns or Israel. The message was that the kingdom of God was at hand. Mark had it that Jesus sent them out two by two.
Mission of the seventy (Lk 10: 1-20)
Only Luke has the account of the seventy which took place at the last part of Jesus’ ministry. Before this mission, Jesus said to his disciples;
“The harvest is much but the labourers are few”.
He told the disciples to pray that God would send more labourers into the harvest. He then called out seventy disciples and told them to go as lambs among the wolves. They were sent out two by two to every town where Jesus himself would visit. They were to preach, heal and cast out demons. He gave them instructions that;
a. They were to take a staff and one piece of clothes.
b. They should accept whatever was offered to them.
c. They were to bless any house where they were received and shake off the dust from their sandals as a testimony against any house or town that rejected them.
d. They were not to greet anybody on the way.
e. On their return, they gave a report of the success of the mission.
Significance of the Mission of the Disciples
1. It shows the need to go for practical work after some time of training.
2. The number twelve in the first mission stands for the mission to the Jews, as it represents the twelve tribes of Israel.
3. The number seventy in the mission of the Gentiles is universal.
4. The mission of the twelve was to the lost house of Israel, who was tribesmen to the disciples, but that of the seventy required much caution because they were to work in the midst of strangers where they would expect much hostility.
5. The report of the seventy shows that the mission was successful and that the disciples were qualified to carry on with the gospel even after the departure of Jesus.
MIRACLES
Definition: It can be defined as God’s supernatural intervention in human affairs. It is one of the ways through which God shows concern for the need of man.
Types of Miracle
1. Nature Miracle
2. Healing Miracle
Nature miracles: can be referred to as demonstrations of Christ's supernatural power over natural phenomena.
Examples of nature miracles are:
1. Turning of water to wine
2. Calming the storm
3. Walking on the sea
4. Feeding of the five thousand
5. Feeding of the four thousand
Turning of Water to Wine
The miracle of turning of water to wine took place at Cana in Galilee, where Jesus was invited to a wedding alongside his mother and disciples. At a time, they ran out of wine. Mary went to Jesus and said to him:
“They have no wine.”
Jesus said to her:
“Woman, what have you to do with me, for my time has not yet come.”
Mary left Jesus and went to the servants and told them to do whatever he asked them to do. Meanwhile, there were six jars of water which could hold 20 gallons. Jesus told them to fill the jars with water. When they had done that, he asked them to draw from it, and behold, it had turned to wine. Jesus then told them to take the wine to the chairman of the occasion. When the chairman of the occasion tasted the wine, he accused the bridegroom of keeping the best wine till the end of the feast. This was the first miracle of Jesus.
Walking on the Sea
After the feeding of the five thousand, Jesus commanded His disciples to enter the boat and cross over to the other side of the sea. He remained behind to dismiss the crowd and later He went up the mountain to pray. In the evening, the disciples started facing the danger of a storm which came up as a result of a strong wind which almost capsized their boat.
At about the fourth watch of the night, Jesus came to the disciples walking on the sea. When they saw Him, they became afraid, saying, “It is a ghost,” but Jesus said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.”
Healing Miracle: It is defined as the demonstration of God's power over sickness, diseases, evil spirit, and death.
Types of Healing Miracles
Types of healing miracles performed by Jesus in the Bible, e.g.:
1. Healing of the Centurion's Servant
2. Healing of the Paralytic
3. Healing of the Nobleman's Son
4. Healing of Blind Bartimaeus
5. Healing of the Leper
6. Healing of the Demoniac
7. Healing of the Woman with the Issue of Blood
8. Healing of the Blind Man
9. Raising of Lazarus
10. Raising of the Son of the Widow of Nain
Healing of the Paralytic
(Bible References: Matthew 9:1–8, Mark 2:1–12, Luke 5:17–26)
When Jesus returned to Capernaum, the news spread around and a large crowd gathered around Him to hear His teaching. While He was teaching, four men brought their friend who was paralysed to Jesus for healing, but they could not get to Him because of the crowd. They climbed the roof and removed part of it and let down the paralytic through the opening they made.
When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic,
“Your sins are forgiven.”
The scribes, on hearing this, accused Jesus of blasphemy because they believed that it is only God that has authority to forgive sin.
Jesus, having perceived their thoughts, asked them why they should nurse such feelings in their hearts. He went further to ask them,
“Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Rise, take up your pallet and walk’?”
However, for them to know that He had authority to forgive sin, Jesus ordered the paralytic to rise, take his pallet, and go home. At this command, the paralytic rose with his pallet and walked out before the people. The people were amazed and glorified God, saying;
“We have never seen anything like this.”
Healing of the Leper
(Matthew 8:1–4, Mark 1:40–45, Luke 5:12–16)
According to Matthew, this miracle took place when Jesus came down from the mountain after delivering a sermon. As He came down from the mountain, a large crowd followed Him. Then a leper came to Him and said,
“Lord, if You will, You can make me clean.”
Immediately, Jesus stretched out His hand and touched the man and said to him, out of pity, according to Mark,
“I will; be clean.”
Immediately, his leprosy was cleansed, and Jesus ordered him not to tell anyone but to go and show himself to the priest and offer sacrifice according to the Law of Moses as a proof of his healing to the people. But the leper went about telling people what the Lord had done for him.
Healing of the Centurion's Servant
(Matthew 8:5–13, Luke 7:1–10)
At Capernaum, a centurion came to Jesus informing Him that his servant whom he loved so much was lying paralysed at home, and he begged Him to come and heal him. Jesus agreed to go to his house, but the centurion objected to His going and told Jesus that he was not worthy to have Him under his roof, but He should only say a word and his servant would be healed.
Jesus, in reaction to this, said that He had not seen such faith even in Israel. Jesus further said that people would rise from the East and West and sit at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, while the children of the kingdom would be thrown out into thick darkness to weep and gnash their teeth.
He then told the man to go, for his servant would be healed, and the servant was healed at that moment.
Significant Points and Lessons
1. The healing miracles point to the fact that Jesus had power over all diseases—mental and physical.
2. The healing of the centurion's servant shows that salvation is for all who believe, Jew or Gentile.
3. The healing of the paralytic shows that Jesus has power to forgive sins.
4. Faith is a necessary condition for miracles to happen e.g. the case of the leper and all the miracles
5. All miracles are attempted to meet human needs but not to merely display power.


PARABLE
Definition: It is defined as earthly stories with heavenly meanings. It is an illustrative story that teaches both spiritual and ethical lessons.
Reasons Why Jesus Taught in Parables
Jesus taught in parables for the following reasons:
1. Parables have attention-catching power; hence, it was a good method of teaching a large crowd of people.
2. Parables follow the main rule of teaching, which is from known to unknown; therefore, it makes the abstract to be concrete.
3. Parables are thought-provoking and therefore promote better understanding, learning, and retention of ideas.
Categories of Parables
Parables of the Kingdom
The following are examples of the parables of the Kingdom, viz:
I. Parable of the Wheat and Tares
II. Parable of the Sower
III. Parable of the Mustard Seed
IV. Parable of the Hidden Treasure
V. Parable of the Seed Growing Secretly, etc.
Parables Illustrating God's Love Include the Following:
I. Parable of the Prodigal Son
II. Parable of the Lost Sheep
III. Parable of the Lost Coin
IV. Parables Illustrating Concern for One Another
V. Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus
VI. Parable of the Good Samaritan

Parables of the Kingdom (Parable of the Sower)
A man went out to sow seed and, as he was sowing, some seeds fell on the path and were eaten up by birds. Some fell on the rocky ground and were scorched by the sun because of lack of soil moisture. Some fell among thorns and were choked by the thorns. Some seeds fell on the good soil and produced good fruits, some in thirty, sixty, and some in hundredfold.
 Interpretation of the Parable of the Sower
The Sower is the preacher of the gospel, the seed is the Word of God. The birds are the devil and the field is the heart of man. The seed that fell on the path are those who hear the Word of God but do not understand it. The seed that fell on the rocky ground are those who hear the Word, receive it with joy, but it has no root in them. So, when tribulation and persecution come on account of the Word, they fall away. The seed that fell among thorns are those who hear the Word, but the cares of this world and delight for pleasure choke it, and it could not bear fruit. Those seeds that fell on the good soil are those who hear the Word and understand it, and it produces fruits in hundredfold, sixtyfold, and thirtyfold.
Parable of the Wheat and Tares
A man sowed good seed (wheat) in his farm but while he slept, his enemy went and sowed tares among the seed. His servants saw the tares and reported to their master demanding for permission to up root the tares but their master told them that that the enemy has done that. Nevertheless, they should allow the two to grow together until the harvest period when the reapers will first gather the tares and burn them while the seed will be gathered in his barn.
Interpretation of the parable of wheat and tares
The sower is the son of God, the field is the world, the good seeds are the children of God, the bad seeds are the children of the devil. The harvest is the end of time or world while the reapers are the angels who will gather the wicked sinners and burn them in hell.
Parable illustrating God’s love
According to Luke, when the Pharisees accused Jesus of receiving sinners and eating with them, He told them the parable of the Lost Sheep. He asked them who among them would have one hundred sheep and, when one gets lost, would not leave the ninety-nine and search for the lost one. When it is found, he would rejoice with his friends over the lost but found sheep. Jesus then said that there is more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who need no repentance.
Parable of the Lost Coin
A woman had ten silver coins and she lost one. Will she not put on a light, sweep, and search carefully for the lost coin until she finds it? Then she would invite her neighbours to celebrate and rejoice with her over the coin which was lost but found. He concluded by saying that there is joy among the angels in heaven over one sinner who repents.
Significant Point and Lessons
1. The parable of the Sower shows different attitudes of various people and their disposition to the Word of God.
2. It also shows the different degrees of fruitfulness of the Word of God in our lives.
3. The parable of the Wheat and Tares shows that the devil is the arch enemy of Christians. It also shows that the kingdom is made up of good and bad people.
4. The parable of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin shows God's interest and love for sinners.
5. Repentance is the major factor for forgiveness.
Parable of the Good Samaritan
A lawyer wanted to put Jesus to the test, so he asked Him what he should do to inherit eternal life. Jesus, in response to the question, asked him what the Law stated as the requirement for inheriting the Kingdom of God. The lawyer answered by quoting Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18, which say:
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbour as yourself."
Jesus told him that he had answered correctly and that he should go and do so.
The lawyer, in a bid to justify himself, still asked Jesus, "Who is my neighbour?" Jesus then told him the Parable of the Good Samaritan as an answer to his question. He said:
A man was going from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell among robbers, who stripped him naked after beating him and made away with everything he had, leaving the man half dead. A priest who was travelling on that road saw the man and passed by without helping him. A Levite also saw him and passed without rendering any help.
Then came a Samaritan on a journey. He saw the man and had pity on him. He bound his wounds, set him upon his beast, took him to an inn, and took proper care of him. The next day, the Samaritan paid two denarii to the innkeeper and promised to pay any extra money used for taking care of him.
Jesus then asked the lawyer which of the three men was a neighbour to the Samaritan. He replied, "The one who showed mercy." Jesus told him to go and do the same.
Parable about the Rich Man and Lazarus
Jesus also used the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus to illustrate concern for one another.
There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and feasted lavishly every day. At the gate of this rich man's house was a poor man called Lazarus, who always sat at the gate begging for food or crumbs from his table, but it was not possible. Rather, the dogs from the rich man's house were licking the sores on his body.
One day, the poor man died and went to heaven in the company of the angels, who took him to Abraham's bosom. Afterwards, the rich man also died and went to hell. While he was suffering in hell, he looked up and saw Lazarus in Abraham's bosom and called out to Abraham to have mercy on him by sending Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool his tongue, for he was in great anguish in hell. Abraham reminded him of how he enjoyed himself during his lifetime, and now it was the turn of Lazarus to enjoy. Besides, there is a great chasm (gulf) between heaven and hell which does not allow any movement from heaven to hell or from hell to heaven. Then the rich man begged Abraham to send Lazarus to earth to warn his five brothers to amend their lives so that they would not come to hell and suffer as well.  But Abraham told him that they have the prophets and Moses, let them hear them. The rich man still pleaded that if a dead person is sent to them, they would repent but Abraham said that if they did not hear Moses and the prophets, they would also not hear even though a dead person is sent.
Significance points and lessons
1. The parable of the good Samaritan teaches that religious office is not a criteria for salvation
2. Our neighbor is anybody who need our help
3. Christianity cannot be complete without practical manifestation through the rendering of help to others and doing other work of charity
4. Parable of the rich man and Lazarus explains the facts that true Christianity requires helping the less privileged in the society
5. Wealth should be used to the glory of God
6. Repentance is only possible during one’s life time.

TRANSFIGURATION
Definition: It is defined as a change in the appearance of somebody or something into a more beautiful look. Here, the transfiguration of Jesus simply means the changing of Jesus from the human nature to a glorious look or nature.
Transfiguration of Jesus on the Mountain
According to Matthew, six days after the great confession at Caesarea Philippi, Jesus took with Him Peter, James, and John and went up to the mountain with them. On the mountain, He was transfigured before them, and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light. Immediately, Moses and Elijah appeared and were discussing with Jesus. Peter, on seeing them, said, "Lord, it is well that we are here," and he suggested that three booths be made: one for Jesus, one for Moses, and one for Elijah. As Peter was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from heaven said:
"This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; listen to Him."
The disciples were terrified when they heard this, and they fell on their faces. Jesus then touched them and encouraged them not to be afraid. When they rose and opened their eyes, they saw only Jesus in their midst.
As they went down the mountain, Jesus ordered them to tell no one of their experience until He had resurrected. The disciples then asked Him why the Jews believed that Elijah would come first. He explained to them that Elijah had already come, but the people did not recognize him; instead, they treated him as they liked. He went on to tell them that, in the same way, the Son of Man would suffer in the hands of the Jews. At this point, the disciples knew He was talking about John the Baptist.
Significance of the Transfiguration
1. It confirms the Messiahship of Jesus.
2. Moses represents the Law, Elijah represents the Prophets, while Jesus represents the fulfilment of both the Law and the Prophets.
3. The cloud represents the presence of God.
4. Jesus wanted his disciples to experience his glory as a sign of how heaven will be.
5.  It shows that the ministry of Jesus was coming to an end as it is in the account of Luke that Moses and Elijah were discussing Jesus' imminent death.
6. The presence of Moses and Elijah shows that there is life after death (resurrection).

TRIUMPHANT ENTRY
According to Matthew, Jesus and his disciples were going to Jerusalem. When they came near Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples to go into the opposite village where they would find an ass and a colt tied with her. Jesus instructed them to untie them and bring them to him. He told them that if anyone asked them the reason for bringing them, they should reply that the Master is in need of them and would return them back immediately.
The disciples went and met everything as Jesus had said it, and when they were interrogated, they gave the answer according to Jesus' instruction. Having brought the ass and the colt, they put their garments on them as Jesus sat on it. The people in the crowd spread their garments on the road while others cut branches of trees and spread them on the road. Those in the front and those following him were shouting and praising God, saying:
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest!”
As he entered into Jerusalem, the city was stirred, and the people were asking who Jesus was. The crowd made known to them that he was Jesus the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.
Differences in the Synoptic Accounts of the Triumphal Entry
Mark and Luke state that Jesus directed his disciples to untie a colt, while Matthew says an ass and a colt. Luke has the reaction of the Pharisees, who asked Jesus to silence his disciples who were praising him for all the mighty works they had seen. Matthew referred to the triumphal entry as the fulfilment of the prophecy of old.
Cleansing of the Temple
When Jesus arrived in Jerusalem, he entered the temple and saw people selling and buying in the temple. He drove them out and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of the pigeon sellers. Jesus said to them, “It is written, my house shall be called a house of prayer, not a den of robbers.” Jesus also performed signs and wonders in the temple by healing the blind and the lame who came to him.
The wonderful signs of Jesus and the praises from the children infuriated the scribes and the chief priests, and they sought to kill him. Jesus, however, made them know that perfect praise comes from the mouths of babies and suckling. From the temple, Jesus went to Bethany and lodged there.
Significant Points and Lessons
1. The triumphal entry marked the fulfilment of the prophecy in Matthew 21:5.
2. The entry into Jerusalem on a colt presents Jesus as a Prince of Peace and a humble Messiah, and not a militant one.
3. The action of Jesus in the temple shows that those engaged in buying and selling justifies holy anger.
4. Jesus also showed in the temple that meekness is not weakness.






JESUS’ TEACHING ABOUT HIMSELF ( Jn 1:29-34, Jn 10: 1-18)
John Bears Witness to Jesus
After the baptism of Jesus, on the following day, John saw him again. John bore witness to him as the Son of God and Messiah of the world, saying:
“Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.”
John the Baptist had already informed the people that the one coming after him was mightier than him. He said he did not know him before, but he appeared so that he might be revealed to Israel.
John said that he himself did not know him, but he saw a dove from heaven resting on him. He said God told him that anyone upon whom the Spirit descended like a dove was the Son of God. He told them that he baptized them with water, but that person would baptize them with the Holy Spirit.
Jesus explained as the Lamb of God
The Jews often sacrificed lambs for the atonement of their sins. They also killed it during the Passover Feast as a commemoration of their deliverance from Egypt.
Like a sacrificial lamb lay down or killed for the sins of others, Jesus suffered and died innocently for others to be cleansed and saved. John was simply saying that Jesus would be the sacrifice that would atone for the sins of the whole world, Jew or Gentile. Hence, the death of Jesus on the cross brought for us the redemption that we have today.
Jesus as the Door and the Good Shepherd
The Pharisees claimed they were the guides or shepherds of the people because they were the custodians of the law. Jesus accused them of leading blind men when they themselves were blind. Jesus then proceeded to state the qualities of a good shepherd as follows:
1. A good shepherd knows his sheep, and his sheep recognize his voice.
2. A good shepherd is ready to lay his life to save his sheep
3. He must be able to call them by name, and all these qualities Jesus has.
4. Jesus also described the bad (false) shepherds (the Pharisees) as hired helpers who were selfish and not concerned about the safety of the sheep.
Jesus as the Door
Jesus described himself as the door to the sheepfold, which is the community of the people of God, or the sheepfold. This means he is the way through which ministers enter the true Church. It is by his merit, intercession, and appointment that they enter.
Jesus said that all who came before him were thieves; hence they were false shepherds. Jesus is the door. If anyone enters through him, he will be saved. Jesus is the way to salvation and eternal life, the way to the Kingdom of God, while God his Father is the gatekeeper. Jesus said that the devil (thief) comes to steal, kill, and destroy, but he came to give us life in abundance.
Significance of Jesus as the Door and Good Shepherd
1. Jesus calls people into the Kingdom of God.
2. He knows each of us by our names because he cares about us.
3. He stays at the entrance of the door to protect us from being destroyed by the enemies.
4. He willingly laid down his life so that we might be saved.
5. He has given us life in abundance.
6. As the door, he is the only way that leads to eternal life.
ASSIGNMENT: Presentation on Jesus teaching about himself.












