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LESSON ONE
WHAT IS GOVERNMENT
Any organization association must have a set of rules purposely to regulate the conduct of its members if it is to function very well; and if these are rules then there should be a body to enforce these rules among the members of such organization or association.
In any given state there are a set of rules otherwise referred to as laws which are meant to regulate the conduct of its citizens and there should be a machinery to make and enforce these laws. The machinery that makes and enforces these laws in any given state is the government. Therefore, a government can be defined as a body of people that makes and enforces laws in a given state. It is the instrument by which a community or society organizes itself politically.
From the definition it is clear that Government is neither a person nor a group of persons who are authorized to speak on behalf of persons but a body or institution that is responsible for running the affairs of the state.
There are different approaches to Government which are broadly divided into three.
I. Government as an institution of a state
II. Government as an act or process of governing
III. Government as an academic field of study

GOVERNMENT AS AN INSTITUTION OF A STATE
By the approach Government refers to a body of person and institution or agencies that make or enforce law in a given state. Institution or agencies here refer to the organs of Government (Executive, Legislature and Judiciary).
The legislative makes law, the judiciary interprets it while executive implements the law. The harmonious working together of these organs and their officials make-up Government as an institution of state.
The history of Government as an institution of the states dates to immemorial time. In the Africa traditional society, a village may set up a council e.g. age group or grade to make, interpret and enforce all laws governing the activities of the villagers. The council or age group in this institution is regarded as a state (village) while the members of a council are the official manning the institution of agencies.

LESSON TWO
The essence of having government in any state is to maintain peace, internal security and harmonious relations amongst the individuals and various form of social group within the state through the making and enforcement of laws; and of protecting the people and the territory of the state from the injurious activities of other people living in the other territories. Therefore, the government of a state is usually composed of all those people (either appointed or elected) and the agencies which have official responsibility for the making of laws, giving approval to rules of conducts, applying the laws to individual cases and seeing that the people follow the approved rules of conduct. It also sees to the settlement of disputes which may occur between two or more private individuals or organizations and the officials of the government agencies.

Why we have Government?
Government generally as an institution of the state is important because of the following functions it performs:
I. Government initiates politics: this is done through the legislative and executive (Executive Council, Ministers, Corporation and Local Government).
II. It maintains law and order: Government establishes for maintaining law, peace and order. In some extreme causes of breakdown of law and order, the army is brought to assist the police.
III. It provides social amenities: This is carried out by the various ministries, co-operations, Director of food, Roads and Rural infrastructure (DFRI) and Local Government.
IV. It carries out external relations: This is done through the ministry of external affairs.
V. It enacts law/decrees: This is carried out by legislature (parliament or National assembly or Army Ruling Council in case of a country in military regime).
VI. It protects the rights and interests of the citizens: This is the responsibility of the law courts/tribunals, the police and complaints commission.
VII. It protects and depends on the citizens against external aggression: The function of the Armed Forces- Army, Navy and the Force to defend the territorial integrity of a nation.
Why we study Government? 
I. Citizens: We study Government because it is a field of study which provides good training for citizenship. In studying Government, we came to know that we belong to a social organization called "the state"
II. Knowledge of our rights, obligation and duties. We gain knowledge of our right, obligations and duties by studying Government with this equipment we serve the state better.
III. Opportunity for political education: This point derives from first two point above. The study of government offers the citizens opportunity for political education. 
A citizen is effective if he/she has political awareness, if he takes part in the activities, spread its values and ideas help to choose the right kind of leader for leadership, leads in community development performs and responds to the call of time for decision making in the society.
IV. Training of specialists: The study of Government enables a country train specialist in various field namely international affairs, through provincial and other forms of local administration. 
V. Students gain insight: The study of Government helps students to gain insight into how their country and some other countries of the world are governed. 
VI. Familiar with some by the terms and concepts often seen in mass media: The study of Government makes it possible for us to be familiar with some of the terms and concepts often seen in mass media pertaining to how Government of different countries are administered e.g democracy, socialism, capitalism. oligarchy, fascism etc.

LESSON THREE
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND STATE
	
	STATE 
	GOVERNMENT

	I 
	A state is territorial association of people with defined boundaries
	Government is an administrative institution within a state

	II 
	A state is more inclusive and therefore greater than Government Le. it embraces all the people and associations within a given area
	Government is not as inclusive as state. It is only a part of a state.

	III
	A state is a continuing entity and therefore permanent
	Government is a temporary institution. It only last over a period of time.

	IV 
	A state depends on Government for carrying out its activities
	Government is the machinery by which the functions of a state are performed. it is the means by which a state maintains its elements. 

	V 
	A state has an element as population, territory, government and sovereignty
	Government has its main organ as the legislative, executive and judiciary.



IMPORTANCE OF GOVERNMENT AS A FIELD OF STUDY
1. It enables the people to know how societies are ruled.
2. It equips individuals to be conscious of their rights, privileges, duties and obligations to the state.
3. It enables the citizens to have a proper assessment of the state, its institutions and the principles of Government. 
4. It gives insight into the formulation of foreign policy and the conduct or relations among nations.
5. It guides the people in their choice of the right and most suitable form of government for the state.
6. It provides fundamental knowledge for further studies in the field of political science, sociology, mass communication, law etc.
7. It provides people with the basic knowledge to occupy responsible position in national and international institutions e.g. Head of State, Foreign, Diplomats etc.
8. It is instrumental to good Government and state political system. 
9. It prepares the students to take an active part in the Government of their country.
10. It helps students to find solutions to some political problems.






LESSON FOUR
POWERS
Power is the ability/authority to control the behavior of others, by making them do what they might not do on their own free will.
The concept of power can also be defined as ability to bring a desired change. The concept is relative it depends on what is used to describe e.g. we speak of various powers in human life such as 
I. Economic Power 
II. Coercive Power 
III. Political Power 
IV. Legitimate Power (Constitutional Government)
ECONOMIC POWER
This is the ability to achieve economic change that you want to bring about. A very rich nation has the tendency to improve the financial well-being of its citizens by way of increasing salary of workers and transform the economic, activities of the nation. A rich nation is ready to subsidize because of the essential factors of production in order to improve the lives of the inhabitant of the nation.
POLITICAL POWER
This is the ability to achieve political ends. An accredited agent of any nation has the legitimate right to enforce the decision of the Government. It is pertinent to know that power can be derived from various sources such as popular support, wealth and skills.
COERCIVE POWER
This is the power to enforce decision in another person through the use of threats or force with unpleasant result. If he or she does not comply to enforce power, one needs to have the meaning of possibly enforce compliance through physical strength or legitimacy.
LEGITIMATE POWER
A person who occupies a recognized position of authority uses legitimate power to execute his command. His position accords him the respect of the people around him not because of any other condition. Any time he gives command, it is regarded as automatic command and given as such.
EXPERT POWER
The ability of an intellectual or those who have specialized skills or knowledge to influence others is reckoned with in no small measure by government as it is known to be expect power. For example, a doctor's opinion is very often respected by their patients because he has an uncommon skill that people need to stay healthy. In like manner, expert power influences government decision through recommendation of the experts.
LESSON FIVE 
AUTHORITY
Power and authority are interchangeably used but in the actual sense power and authority are different concepts even though they are often confused with one another.
POWER
This refers to the ability to make people do our command in order to achieve our desired objectives by imposing power on others.
Authority refers to the right to issue command or right to lead others or right to give authority. In government, such right derived from the constitution of specific Laws made by Legislative.
This authority refers to the constitutional or legal power. An authority is someone or a body of people also called the institution, constitutionally or legally given the power to make decision and implement them in the name government. Therefore, authority is the same as legitimate power.
The power of authority is derived from the office occupied by someone and the role the person plays in a given society. Authority, which is one many occasion derived from the consent of the people command respect, influence and confidence.
Power and authority go hand in hand to ensure effectiveness of Government. A person in authority also needs to have the backing of legitimate power to be able to enforce his commands if anyone disobeys him,

SOURCES OF POLITICAL AUTHORITY
Weber, the famous German sociologist mentioned the following three sources of authority:
(a) Legal rational
(b) Traditional rational 
(c) Charismatic rational
LEGAL RATIONAL
This is the authority that a person has because of the office he occupies, such a person is obeyed because of who he is, or his place of origin or his age. His authority is derived from a particular law or written rules and regulation concerning his office and the authority he exercises. such laws spell out what you can do and cannot do. Its authority is not arbitrary or public/civil servant exercises legal rational authority.


TRADITIONAL RATIONAL
This is based on the history, customs and tradition of a place in most Nigerian communities, there are people who are obeyed and given respect because they are recognized as occupies position of authority in accordance with the people's history or customs or traditions.
Although there may not be written laws given such traditional ruler because of their customs beliefs for anyone occupying such position e.g. people with traditional authority include Emir, Oba.
CHARISMATIC AUTHORITY
The sources of this type of authority is the exception of personal qualifies of the ruler charisma is an extra-ordinary quality of a person as a leader.
Charismatic leaders are usually attractive personalities who are much admitted because they appear to have the unique ability needed to lead their societies. people obey them because they believe they have special roles to play in the development of their society. These leaders are usually appeal most to people emotions.

TYPES OF AUTHORITY 
1. Political authority: This is the legal mandate to make decisions for the state. The president of a nation has the mandate of his people to take decision on behalf of the country in both local and international matters. This is the power bestowed by a written document such as constitution to make decisions and policies to enforce compliance. 
2. Coercive or military authority: This is the type of authority involving the use of law to enhance decisions. Acceptance of this kind of government is done out of fear. Military authority is a good example of coercive authority. 
3. Judicial authority: This is the mandate given to the Judges to make binding decisions or cases before him or her. 
4. Charismatic Authority: This is the type of authority which is derived from the extra-ordinary personal qualities of the individuals to influence others to assess order of the government or another personality and obey them. 
5. Delegated authority: Refers to the law and regulations rule made by non-legislative bodies under the power granted by the parliament. It could be inform of ministerial orders, local government by laws/regulations made by government agencies other than legislature. This is the authority (on referred to the subordinate to exercise certain power on specific issues). 
6. Positional Authority: It is the type of power one exercises as a result of the position the person holds. 
7. Legal Rational Authority: It is the power given to an individual by constitution/rules of such society. Obasanjo came to power through the mandate of electorate's power in the country. This is the opposite of military government that comes to power through the barrel of gun. The military power lacks legitimacy. 
8. Technical Authority: It is the one exercises based on the technical knowhow or a professional competence (like medical doctor, engineer, lawyers etc.).
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN POWER AND AUTHORITY
1. The exercise of power requires some element of force and sanction while authority is exercised without the application of force. 
2. Power is the use of coercive force to make people do what they would not have ordinarily done if they have opinions. The possessor of power can use the power arbitrarily to the interest of the poor masses. On the other hand, the possessor of authority can only discipline the people in accordance with the constitution of the country e.g. Late Gen. Abacha ordered the killing of Ken Sarowiwa because of the offence late Saro Wiwa committed. The penalty of the offence he committed did not warrant execution or death sentence, but the military has no constitution to follow but ordinary use of power to rule the nation. 
3. Sanction is what compels some people to obey in a power relation while legitimate, customs and traditional or the charisma of the possessor of the authority compels people to obey order in authority.

LESSON SIX
DEMOCRACY
Abraham Lincoln the 16th President of America defines democracy as by "Government of the people by the people and for the people". Democracy is a form of government organized "accordance with the principle of popular sovereignty, political equality, popular consultation and majority rule.
TYPES OF DEMOCRACY
There are two types of democracy namely. 
I. Direct or classical democracy: This was a type of democracy practiced in the ancient Greek City states of Athens and Sparta in which all the people directly rule, made and implanted policies of government. This is simply possible in villages, communities and small towns only. 
II. Indirect/Representative or Modern Democracy: This is a type of democracy in which elected representatives are chosen by the citizens to govern on their behalf and according to the values of the people. It is the type of democracy that is being operated in modern states because a modern state is far too large in population and geographical area and also because the citizens of modern state are too busy to devote their whole time to political affair alone.
MAIN FEATURES OR CHARACTERISTICS OF DEMOCRACY 
1. Popular Sovereignty: The will of the people is expressed by their votes, and they have control over governmental decisions. 
2. Periodic Election: There must be free and fair election conducted at regular intervals say at least every four years. 
3. Majority Rule: Majority participates in government as we know that not all would be able to take part in government. The will of the majority as determined through a free and fair election must always hold at the same time. The majority must also have a say in the affairs of the state. 
4. Political equality: There should be equal opportunities for all adult citizens to participate in the political activities of their state under the principles of one man, one vote. 
5. Rule of law: The law of the land must be supreme and should be no respecter of people, that is nobody should be above the law. 
6. Respect for fundamental Human Rights: These rights of the citizens must be recognized, respected and guaranteed by the constitution and government of the state. For example, there must be freedom of movement, of speech, religion, life and property. 
7. Multi-party system: there should be true the existence of multiparty system so that citizens can freely join the party of their choice. 
8. Separation of power: Each organ of the government must be independent and separated in terms of functions and power with moderate checks and balances. 
9. Independent Press: The press or mass media should be free, unbiased and fearless in its criticism of government activities and policies. 
10. Independent Electoral Commission: The electoral commission should be made independent and free from both legislative and executive influence. 
11. Fearless judiciary: The judiciary organs of government must be independent and fearless in giving affair hearing and prompt administration of justice.

LESSON SEVEN
SOCIALISM
This is philosophical, political and economic theory which states that land, transport, the industries, natural resources e.g. coal, water, power, etc. should be equally owned and managed by the state or by public bodies and distributed wealth equality. It is also a type of ideology and economic system which allows the state the right to own and control the commanding height of an economy. Socialism also refers to a system in any country or the organization of economic production, distribution and exchange. In such countries operating socialism, the major factors of economic production, distribution and exchange are in the hands of the state. These countries practicing socialism are known as socialist country or socialist state. In a socialist state, certain sector of the government, e.g. USSR (Union of Solvet State Republic) China and Poland. The national government controls mining, petroleum, energy, banking, insurance, agricultural, industries, airways, construction, education, shipping of the national government.
In Socialism, the means of production are concentrated in the hands of the government unlike capitalism in which individuals and groups are allowed to own, manage and control any aspect of their economy according to their ability and resources.

FEATURES OR CHARACTERISTICS OF SOCIALISM 
1. Government controls the commanding height of the economy. 
2. In reality, socialism does not completely disallow private ownership of property what it does to ensure that these leading units or sectors of production are held in trust for the people by the states. 
3. Socialism is also an ideology based on an egalitarianism i.e. giving equal opportunities to all members of a society. It frowns and discourages wide income gaps between the rich and poor. 
4. Indeed, a primary goal of the socialist ideology is to either eliminate poverty completely or at worst reduce it considerably. 
5. In a socialist political system, official opposition is usually discouraged.
Advantage
In a significant way, socialism constitutes an improvement over communalism because it is capable of being applied on large sophisticated and heterogeneous society.

LESSON EIGHT
FEUDALISM
This is a political ideology defined in terms of an individual relationship to the land. Feudalism as a system of society organization began from the medium from A.D 500 to A.D 1500. The name is given to the form of society and government which then prevailed and which attained its most perfect development in the eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth centuries. Its essential characteristics were: 
1. The holding of the land by a vassal from a Lord 
2. The existence of a close personal bond between the Lord and the Vassal 
3. The full of partial rights of sovereignty which the holder of an estate hands over to those living in it. An estate of this nature, whether big or small, was call on a fief or feud, hence the feudalism (vassal of the tenant)
According to feudal theory, the kings of the earth were vassals (tenants) of the emperor who was God's vassal.
They receive their dominions as fiefs to be held on conditions of loyalty of their Lords. Each of the kings in turn parceled out his kingdom into a certain number of large divisions each of which he granted to be faithful to him and serve him so long as he fulfilled his duties, he continued to hold the lands and his heirs after him on the same term. In the same way, the tenants in chief of the king divide their land among vassals unlike conditions, these vassals among others and so on danced through any number of states.
In feudalism, land is privately owned by a small group of highly privileged individuals. They operate as the Lords while a great majority of the population works on the lands as tenants while the tenants serve. The way it operates is that virtually all that they produce on the farm goes to the feudal lords with just a little left for the worker to guarantee its survival with other members of his family. Feudalism was wide spread out in the early stages of development almost all human communities. This ideology is however only applicable to essentially farming communities with the opportunity to take a paid industrial employment.
The key to the understanding of feudal society is thus to be found in the relation of the vassal to his lord. The vassal came before the lord bare headed any unarmed and declared on his knees that he became his "map". the lord then kissed him from his knees then the vassal swore fidelity to his lord. The vassal owned his lord fidelity, this was promised by him at the ceremony of homage.  

LESSON NINE
CAPITALISM
This is an economic system which allows private ownership. Examples of capitalist countries include: Britain, America, Japan, France etc.
The following classes exist in a capitalist society: 
1. Bourgeoisie: This is the most wealthy or noblest class in capitalist system. It is the member of this class that is divided into three, they are: 
(a) Comprador Bourgeoisie 
(b) National Bourgeoisie 
(c) Petit Bourgeoisie
(a) Comprador Bourgeoisie: They are those wealthy or rich people who get their wealth through dishonest or corrupt means e.g. embezzlement of public fund, illegal training and drug trafficking. This is the type of Bourgeoisie we have mostly in Nigeria, African countries and some other countries. 
(b) National Bourgeoisie: These are the wealthy people who became rich through hard work and honest investment in industries. This group of Bourgeoisie contributes positively to economic development of a country in general. This is the type of Bourgeoisie in most advanced country such as: America, Britain, Japan, Western Germany, Israel.
(c) Petit Bourgeoisie: This is also a rich group but not as rich or wealthy as the Bourgeoisie class. In terms of acquisition of wealth or riches that petit Bourgeoisies inferior below the member of the Bourgeoisie class. The petit Bourgeoisie are mostly children dependant or relation of the Bourgeoisie class or wealthy people.
2. Proletarian: This is the working class or the workers for which the sale of labour power is the only source of livelihood. The central determining feature of capitalism is the transformation of the labour power of man into a community to be bought and sold in the marked for gain like any other object of exchange. 
3. The peasant: This is the poorest class and they compose mostly the down trodden and all those who wallow in abject poverty. The members of this class are mostly exploited in the capitalist system. However, there are some rich farmers who are called "Kulaka”, and they can't be classified under peasantry class. These rich farmers of Kulaka class can be classified as petit Bourgeois.
Features and characteristics of Capitalism     
1. Private ownership of the means of production
2. Transportation of labour power 
A man into a community to be bought and sold in the market again like any other object of exchange. 
3. The difference between ownership and non-ownership means of production: In other words, those who built and own the factories (ie. owners of the factories are different from those who work in the factories) 
4. Competitive market 
5. Low government control and participation

LESSON TEN
PARLIMENTARY
PARLIMENTARY SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT

A cabinet or parliamentary system of government is that system where the government power is shared between two people namely:
i. The head of state (Ceremonial president) 
ii. The head of government (Prime minister)
The head of state often referred to as the monarch, queen, king, president, governor or governor general while the head of government is often addressed as the prime minister. The head of state performs ceremonial functions while the head of government performs executive function e.g. countries that practice parliamentary system includes British and Nigeria in the first republic.
Characteristics of parliamentary government
The main features of a cabinet are: 
1. Government power is shared between two people namely: The head of state and head of government. 
2. The head of state performs ceremonial functions while the head of government called the prime ministers performs the actual executive functions. 
3. The head of state is chosen by appointment or through the process of inheritance and not elected. 
4. The position of head of state is distinct from that of head of government with the former being ceremonial. 
5. The political party is supreme. It takes precedence over industrial parliamentarian preferences. 
6. The cabinet derives from the parliament and is therefore subject to the parliament (ie. the members of the cabinet or ministers are selected from the parliament or legislature) 
7. There is the principle of collective responsibilities rather than individual responsibilities in the cabinet. 
8. Examples of parliamentary of states are the first republic, Nigeria, Britain and France. 
9. There is fusion or incomplete separation of powers. 
10. The cabinet can be dissolved when they suffer a major defeat in the legislature or vote of no confidence is passed on them and vice versa.
Collective responsibilities
The term collective responsibilities meaning once a decision has been taken by the majority members of the cabinet of governmental policies such a decision is believed to have been taken by all the members of the cabinet and binding of them irrespective of whether a member agrees or disagrees with such a policy decision of course, decisions on governmental policies at cabinet meetings usually presided by the prime minister as the head of the cabinet.
The clear evidence of collective responsibility is that once the cabinet fails, the next line of action opened to the prime minister is to advise the head of state. For the dissolution of the parliament and general election to elect a new government will follow.
Advantages of parliamentarism   
1. The cabinet members by the virtue of being own from the legislature usually enjoy the cooperation of the legislature. 
2. It makes for wider participation on governance of party members. 
3. The principle of collective responsibilities facilitates co-operation and harmonious working relationships among cabinet members. 
4. The presence of the opposition party serves as a check on the excess of the ruling parties also serves as a check.
PRESIDENTIAL SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT
This is the system of government where both the executive and non-executive is vested in an individual dual known as the president, in this system the president is the chief executive. Examples of countries that have practice a presidential system of government is USA and Nigeria in the second republic.
Characteristics of Presidential System of Government 
1. The president is both the head of state and the head of government. 
2. The president wields ceremonial and executive powers at the same time.
3. There is marked or complete separation of powers.
4. The president appoints the members of his cabinet, who are responsible to him.
5. The ministers are subordinate to the president, and he dismisses any of them at will.
6. The president is elected by the people through a general election.
7. The principles of collective responsibilities are totally absent.
8. The president is the commander-in-chief of the armed forces, and he can declare war and make peace treaties through with the approval of 2/3 majority of the parliamentary.
9. The parliament cannot ask the president to resign from office before his term expires. They can only impeach him on grounds of misconduct proved against him (that is violating the constitution)
10. The president has the power to veto parliamentary resolutions.
11. The president is not a part of the parliament, and he is not responsible or accountable to it.
Functions of the president as the head of state 
1. The president appears on opening occasion of the parliament at the beginning of parliament session.
2. The president prorogues the parliament at the end of the session. (Prorogation is the process or means of termination of the life of a session of the parliament through royal proclamation). Dissolution of parliament means the termination of the life of the parliament at the end of its tenure or expiration of office.
3. The president signs, acts of parliament and bills before they became law.
4. The president receives the ambassadors and head of states of other countries.
5. The president sees to the maintenance of peace and orders as commander-in-chief of the armed forces.
6. The president dismisses any minister found wanting in the performance of his duties.
7. The president grants general amnesty, clemency (pardon) or state pardon to citizens who have been convicted for various offences.
8. The president appoints the ministers and assigns them port folios or office where he or she will be working.
9. The president controls and manages the finance of the country and sees to the overall infrastructural development of the country.
10. The president declares war against any aggressor to the state or country.

LESSON ELEVEN
UNITARY GOVERNMENT
A government is said to be unitary when the national or central government is supreme over other levels of government that might exist in a given state. Other level of government referred to in the above definition is the local governments of local authorities.
A unitary constitution means that sovereignty is exercised from one source rather from many sources. It is a unit centre of power, meaning that power emanates from one source only.
Features of unitary government 
1. The constitution is flexible. 
2. Other authorities derive the powers from the central government. 
3. It concentrates governmental powers in a single central government or legislature. 
4. States and local governments are made subordinate the central government by the constitution. 
5. The amendment provisions are flexible.
CHARACTERISTICS OF UNITARY SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT 
1. Concentration of powers at a centre or unit (ie. the control or national government).
2. Creation and assignment of power and functions to local government by the central or national government the central or authority can withdraw such power assigned to the local government at any time. 
3. Central government has overriding power in any conflict situation. 
4. The system operates a flexible constitution. 
5. There is no supreme court to settle conflict between the central government and local government. 
6. It has only one level of government that rules the entire country. It is an arrangement in which the constitution recognizes a single level of government. 
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