


CREATIVE ART
JS 3 NOTES
Instructions:                                                                                                                                                                      copy the notes from Week one to Week four. You will copy the remaining notes in class. 
Students should come to school with their drawing materials (Drawing book or sketch pad, pencils or charcoal pencils, eraser etc.)

Scheme of work
1st week: TRADITION ART OF NIGERIA
2nd week: DESIGN
3rd week: CONTEMPORARY NIGERIAN ARTISTS
4th week: IMAGINATIVE COMPOSITION
6th week: Pattern and Design (practical exercise)

 1ST WEEK (Topic 1)                      TRADITION ART OF NIGERIA
                                                      (NIGERIAN ART)
Nigeria has been in the forefront of art in Africa. This is because the oldest artworks in Africa apart from the Egyptians are found in Africa. The works are also the most important and the most outstanding in Africa. Areas where such works are found in Nigeria are in Nok, Ife, Benin.
NOK ART
Nok is a village in the old Zaria province (now in Kaduna state). It has long established culture which stemmed from the type of artwork that have been found in the area. Nok culture is the oldest art in Nigeria. The works are sculptures done in terra cotta, dating back to between 500BC and 300Bc. Terracotta is modeled clay which has been hardened by baking or firing and becomes reddish brown in colour. NOK is the town where these art works were discovered through excavation by Bernard Fagg between 1943 – 1960.
  Nok terracotta sculptures represent human and animal figures. They are highly stylized. Some are very naturalistic and others almost abstract in form. The most naturalistic of them are the animal figures.
CHARACTERISTIC OF NOK ART
1. The pupils of the eyes and nostrils were represented by small holes.
2. The figures mouth were normally opened.
3. The chin are tapered
4. Their eyes were always triangular in form
5. The hair of the head, the eyebrows and the beards are shown by growers
6. The human heads and figure are stylized
7. The shape of the eyes is triangular
8. The head is usually cylindrical, conical or spherical.
9. The animal’s figures are naturalistic
10. The figures have elaborate hair do.
11. The sculptures vary in height from 10cm to 1.5
IFE ART
Ife is a town in Osun state of Nigeria. The arts of ancient Ife, which consist of works made from bronze, stone, terracotta, wood and glass beads can be dated back to 11th and 15th century AD.  The Ife works are either in terracotta like the Nok or in bronze casting using cire-perdue or lost wax system. These are done in naturalistic and idealized styles.
  Ife art was discovered by Prof. Leo frobenius in 1910. He was German archaeologist.
CHARACTERISTICS OF IFE ART
1. The rendering of the human head is naturalistic.
2. Many of the works have scarifications on the head and the face.
3. There are holes around the head and face
4. Lips are slightly parted
5. Some of the heads are wearing beaded crowns.
6. The human heads are typical African proportion of human head representation.
7. Some of the works are adorned.
8. The eyes are round in the sockets.
BENIN ARTS
Benin has the largest collection of bronze work in Africa and the art culture of ancient Benin art can be dated back to around 12th and 18th century AD. This art culture extended to the late 19th century when the great Benin Empire came to decline in 1897. Benin has some similarities with Ife art. The Benin artists worked in wood, terracotta and bronze.
Benin arts are basically Court/Royal arts, meaning arts for the king and controlled by the king. These works can be divided into four major chronological periods of making.
1. Archaic period:  1140 AD
2. Early period: 1280 AD
3. Middle period: 1500 AD
4. Later period: 1650 AD
CHARACTERISTICS OF BENIN ARTS
1. Benin art is essentially court arts
2. The major media of expression are mainly bronze and ivory, brass and coral
3.  The style of the work is naturalistic and idealistic but is more symbolic.
4. Figures are in the round
5. Most works are beaded in the neck and ankles.
6. There are works holding swords and wearing crowns
7. They always have marks on their foreheads
8. Lips are sharply defined
9. Noses are flared. 
ESIE STONE IMAGES
Esie is a town in Kwara State, which came to limelight in 1934 when about 800 soap stone images (statues) were discovered in the bush in Esie village in 1933. This is the largest single soap stone collection in Africa and most of the works are seen in seated positions.
The making of the soap stones are surrounded with so many Oral traditions, however according to radio carbon dating the works were made around 12th century AD.
CHARACTERISTICS OF ESIE STONE ARTS
1. Some are semi naturalistic while some are naturalistic
2. Elaborate hair style
3. Figures are both male and female
4. Most of the works are in seated positions
5. Heavily decorated with necklaces.

2ND WEEK (Topic 2)                   DESIGN
 Design is the art of organizing or arranging lines, Shape, motifs Symbols and images to communicate an idea. 
Design is the art of organizing the elements of art i.e. lines, forms, tones, textures and colours within a given space to produce interesting result.
                                                          TYPES OF DESIGN
There are two important types of design. They are:
1- Decorative or Two-Dimensional design
2-  Structural or Three-dimensional design
Decorative or Two-dimensional design: This design made on a flat surface to enrich the Structural design of an object. It involves drawing, Painting or designing on a flat surface of an object e.g. paper, fabric (tie-dye) board, wall etc. The design has length and breadth only. It is done on a flat surface i.e. Textile design, Graphic design, Book cover design, poster design, packaging and advertising Layout.
 Structural or Three-dimensional design: This is design in the round. It involves solid and objects modelled which has length, height or depth i.e. sculpture, ceramics. 
 Motif: In any design the basic shape used is called motif.
A motif is the shape of an object used repeatedly in design. The shape or form used can be of a birds, flowers, keys, leaves, animals etc. These are regarded to as natural motifs, and it is called naturalistic design. Then the motif derived from geometrical shapes such Circles, triangles, rectangles, squares semi-circles or Curves etc. are regarded to as abstract motifs
If both natural objects and abstract shape or motifs are used together. It is known as semi-abstract.
 EXAMPLE OF DESIGNS
1. Pattern making                       5.  Greeting Cards
2.  Wallpaper                             6.    Emblems
3. Poster design                          7.   Book or story illustration
4. Book Cover 
 Materials for design
1.  Drawing board
2. Scissors
3. Gum
4.  Ruler
5.  Brushes
6. Paint or poster colour
7. Mathematical set
3RD WEEK (TOPIC 3)            CONTEMPORARY NIGERIAN ARTISTS
Contemporary Artists are artists living belong to the same period. The word contemporary was initially used to mean artists who went to overseas to train the Western method of artistic expression particularly in England. 
 Contemporary art also means modern art.  Nigeria was famous for her wealth of traditional Sculptures of Benin, Ife, Igbo-ukwu etc. before the advent of modern art.
Modern art came to Nigerian in the early 20th century when Nigerian artists were exposed to modern technique and subject matters as a result of the contact with European art. The Contemporary Nigerian artists today entails a list of celebrate artists beginning from Aina Onabolu, the father of Nigerian Art and others who have contributed to the development of modern art in Nigeria.
          Artists                                        Areas of specialization
Aina Onabolu                                          painter and Art educator 
Ben Enwown                                           painter and sculptor
 Lamidi Fakeye                                         Traditional Wood Carver
Akinola Lasekan                                       Painter and Cartoonist
 Yusuf Grillo                                              Painter, Mosaicist
Twins Seven (Taiwo olaniyi)     Painter, Textile designer, musician and Dramatist
Ladi Kwali                                                  Traditional potter
Jimoh Buraimo                                          Painter and mosaicisst
Uctte Okeke                                                Painter and sculptor
Abayomi Barbar                                         Painter and Art educator
S Suleiman                                                   Sculptor and Art Educator
Erhabor Emokpae                                       Painter and Sculptor
The Contact came in three Ways
1- Some Nigerian artists travelled abroad, acquired the modern art technique and came to practice it. In this category are:  Aina Onabolu, Akinola Lesekan and others.
2. Some artists acquired modern art through formal training in Nigerian tertiary institutions. Like Yaba College of Arts Science and Technology University of Ife (now OAU) Ahmadu Bello   University Zaria. Some products of these school are Bruce Onobrakpeya, Erhabor Emokpae Solomon Wangboje
3. Some local artists were exposed to modern art through informal workshop training organized by the European artists. Some of these informal school are: Mbari Mbayo at Osogbo Catholic workshop at Oye Ekiti, Ulli movement at Nsukka, Pottery workshop at Abuja. Some products of these informal schools are Lamidi fakeye, Ladi kwali and Jimoh Buraimo.
Aina Onabolu:
 Aina Onabolu was born in Ijebu-ode, Ogun State of Nigeria in 1882, Onabolu is regarded as the forerunner and father of Nigerian Contemporary arts. After his primary education, he worked with the Nigeria government in the Marine and later in the customs where he started practising art before he traveled to England for further training in 1920, In 1922 Aina Onabolu returned to Nigeria and started teaching art in some important schools in Lagos. He also initiated a draft syllabus on art education and prevailed on government to include art in the school’s curriculum. He died in 1963 He was referred to as father of Nigerian art.
Aina Onabolu's painting
1. The portrait of a chief
2.  The portrait of Rev O. Oluwole
3.  Studying in the nude.
Lamidi fakepe (wood carver).                                                                                                                                  The was born in lla-Orangun, Osun State of Nigeria in 1925, He died on Friday 25th December 2009, some of his works are:
 1. Oduduwa statue at 0. AU Ile-Ife 
2. Door panel for Catholic churches in Ibadan and Lagos.
Jimoh Buraimo:                                                                                                                                                      Buraimo is a product of the Osogbo Mbari Mbayo art workshop. He joined the 1964 summer session of the workshop where he was exposed to contemporary painting medium.  Some of his works are:
1. Obatala and the devil peacock
2. Flute player 
3. faces
4TH WEEK (Topic 4)                IMAGINATIVE COMPOSITION 
Imaginative drawing: this is a drawing from memory. It is the drawing of what is not available in the immediate environment as at the time of drawing. It involves building, human forms, trees, indoor and out-door objects. Composition involves more than two objects also there must be a sense of relation among them. 
Materials for Imaginative drawing 
1. Pencil    
2. chalk pastel     
3. Sketch pad
4. Charcoal
5.  Fixative
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