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Note: you are expected to have written at least the first three topics in your note before resumption
Scheme of work
(1) Observing and Reporting crimes
(a) Reasons to report a crime
(b) What you should tell the police
(2) Observing and reporting crimes
(a) Qualities of a good report/how to write reports
(b) Importance of reporting a crime
(c) Ways of observing and reporting crimes without danger
(d) Information required in reporting a crime
(3) Observing and reporting crimes
(a) Skills needed in observing crimes
(b) Appropriate response to common crimes
(c) Reporting crimes without endangering yourself 
(d) How evidence can be gathered in a crime scene
(e) Meaning of domestic violence
(f) Characteristics of domestic violence 
(g) Help for domestic violence 
(h) Essential information needed in crime reporting 
(I) Factors to be considered in crime reporting
(j) Handling information on common crimes


Reasons to report a crime
(1) Increase your personal safety 
(2) It leads to police charging the person and prevent them from doing it again
(3) It assists you to get support 
(4) It helps you to apply for financial assistance 
(5) It makes it possible to make an insurance claim for damaged or stolen property
WHAT YOU SHOULD TELL THE POLICE 
(1) As much information as you can about the incident (location, time, description of those involved)
(2) If you know who the victim is or how they might be able to contact them 
(3) If you are worried about your own or your family safety so that they can give you the right advice
(4) If you think the offense was aggravated by sectarian or racial abuse or hatred or any other form of hostility such as homophobia or based on disability 
(5) If you notice any further changes since the incident as to how the crime has affected you
(6) Your contact details or any changes to your contact details in case the police or the Public Prosecution Officer (pps) need to contact you again
If you do decide to report what you know to the police, be assured that they will be sensitive to your concerns. The information you give them can:
(1) Help to bring the person who committed the crime to justice: This could help to prevent further crimes and protect others from becoming a victims
(2) Help your community: All crimes and anti-social behavior have a negative effect and reporting them can help the problem be addressed 
(3) Help you: You may find it help to talk about what has happened and your feeling about it
QUALITIES OF A GOOD REPORT/HOW TO WRITE REPORTS 
(1) Accuracy: The information should be presented exactly how it was observed. Spelling and correct names of the place must be included and understood by the reader
(2) Completeness: When, where, who, how, what and why should be included in the report
(3) Clarity: The information should be clear enough
(4) Impartially: In writing reports, the reporter must not be biased in the report

Importance of reporting a crime
(1) Police do not automatically investigate a crime. They can only investigate if the crime has been reported and a statement made
(2) Reporting the crime is important for accurate crime analysis and statistics. This gives the police more leverage to request extra police officers, vehicles, etc. 
(3) It gives the police a time frame and points out "hotspots"
(4) They might be able to lift fingerprints that can possibly link them to existing or future cases
(5) It helps them to determine the Modus Operandi of criminals
(6) It discourages criminal tendencies: Reporting crime helps in apprehending the criminals and punishing them. Such punishment discourages the offender and other criminals from continuing the crime 
(7) It helps in knowing crime pattern of an area: If four or five people in the same area report cases of burglary within a month, it helps the police in paying more attention to such area
(8) It supports the efforts at making the society crime free: Reporting crime helps in stamping out crime and peace to our community
(9) It encourages the security agents to function excellently: Police cannot be in all places at all times. Giving valuable information about crimes helps them to function excellently 
(10) It provides strong evidence against culprits in court: Your notes or information given to police act as evidence against the criminal in court
(11) It helps in providing essential data on crime: Crime reporting helps security agents in getting data on crimes that are commonly reported and the frequency of such incident. Such data helps in planning against crimes in future
(12) It supports efforts at wiping out crime: Every information supplied to the police about crimes helps in wiping out crime


Ways of observing and reporting crimes without danger
(1) To apply for reporting crime in person, the applicant has to visit the police station nearest to his/her location 
(2) The contact details of the Nigeria Police Force Pros can be found in their link
(3) Visit the police station with statement describing the event of crime and obtain a crime reporting form from the relevant department 
(4) Make sure that you have all the documents listed in the "Required Documents" section of the page
(5) Complete the report form with necessary details and information about the crime and victim
(6) After completing, attest it with your signature or place a thumbprint and attach all the required documents with the form
(7) Then, submit the documents and complaint statement to the official and after completion of required process, your report will be recorded
(8) You will be given a reference number which must be used for all inquiries regarding the reported case
(9) Then, further proceeding will take place accordingly and the allocated official will inform you about the process



Information required in reporting a crime
(1) Description of what has happened, and it happened 
(2) Accurate time and location of the crime
(3) Name of offender, if it is known
(4) Characteristics of the offender (age, height, body, special characteristics of the face, colour of the eyes, teeth, speech, hands, movement, clothing, etc.)
(5) Where to and how did the offender escape
(6) If the offender is using a vehicle, the registration number and other characteristics of the vehicle (make, colour, model)
(7) Dangerousness of the offender (weapons, state of mind, threats, use of narcotics, etc.)

Skills needed in observing crimes
(1) To curb crimes, one of the major responsibilities of a good citizen is to report crime to appropriate authorities. To achieve this, it has to be done in the right way. Among the ways of observing and reporting are:
(I) Where you are aware of a robbery incident going on somewhere 
(ii) Where you notice strange movements 
(iii) Where you notice a mob
(iv) Where there is a street fight
(2) By sending e-mail: Apart from using phone, crime could be observed and reported by sending an e-mail to appropriate security agents for their immediate intervention
(3) Writing anonymous letter: Where an individual does not want to disclose his identity for security reasons, he could send a letter giving detail information about a crime to the police or other security agents. This will give the police a clue to arrest the criminals
(4) Visiting police station: Sometimes, one may deem it necessary to personally see the police to report a crime e.g., if you are robbed in your house, it is always advisable to report such cases for future references. Other cases like car snatching should be personally reported to the nearest police station instead of writing a letter or making phone calls
(5) Informing the media houses: Crimes could be reported by calling media houses such as radio, television stations or newspaper houses
(6) Social media network: Crimes could be reported through Facebook, Twitter, etc. This makes it easier for a good number of people to know about the crime

Appropriate response to common crimes
When a crime is reported, the following may be some of the responses:
(1) Visit to the scene of the crime by security agents
(2) Making arrest of suspects: This is done by security agents particularly the police 
(3) Making announcement on television or radio stations to create awareness so that more people will not fall victim
(4) The crime must be investigated immediately in order to establish what went wrong and to identify the person(s) responsible 
(5) The crime scene condition must be well documented with all relevant physical evidence recognized
(6) The full extent of a crime must be well determined 


Reporting crimes without endangering yourself
The following are the tips for reporting crimes without endangering yourself:
(1) Use crime line: Crime line helps in reporting crimes with anonymity. You are protected and you are covered 
(2) Consider your safety before reporting any crime: Never confront criminals in their evil act in the name of reporting crime. You may lose your life
(3) Take pictures: If you feel calling police line at the spot of a crime is unsafe, take pictures and send to the police to inform them about the incident
(4) Send SMS: Like the pictures, send SMS to police if voice calls are unsafe 
(5) Use social media: Rather than voice call, use WhatsApp to communicate with the police or any security agents
(6) Keep your phone in silent: Ensure that your phone does not ring out at the scene of crime operation. This may attract attention to you, and you may pay for it dearly 
(7) Take cover: If it is a case of shootout, ensure you stay in a place where stray bullet will not hit you
(8) Do phone recording: Use your phone to record whatever you can about the incident

How evidences can be gathered in a crime scene
A wide variety of physical evidence can be collected at the scene that is deemed valuable for collection and investigation which are:
(1) Biological evidence (e.g. blood, body fluids, hair, and other issues)
(2) Latent print evidence (e.g. fingerprints, palm prints, footprints)
(3) Footwear and tire track evidence 
(4) Trace evidence (e.g. fibers, soil, vegetation, glass fragments)
(5) Digital evidence (e.g. cellphone records, Internet logs, e mail messages)
(6) Drug evidence
(7) Firearm evidence 
It is important to note that the types of evidence collected will vary with the type of crime

Meaning of domestic violence 
It is otherwise called domestic abuse or intimate partner violence and can be defined as a pattern of behavior in any relationship that is used to gain or maintain power and control over an intimate partner. It can also be defined as a pattern of coercive, controlling behavior that is pervasive life threatening crime affecting people in all our communities regardless of gender, age, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, religion, social standing and immigration status. Domestic violence is not love. It is one person in a relationship having power and control over the other person. Domestic violence takes many forms: physical, emotional, economic, stalking, harassment and sexual forms

Characteristics of domestic violence 
(A) Physical Abuse: It does not always leave marks or cause permanent damage. Examples of such are scratching, biting, grabbing or spitting, shoving and pushing, slapping and punching, throwing objects to hurt or intimidate you, destroying possession or treasured objects, hurting or threatening to attack with a weapon, any threat or actual attempt to kill someone, etc. 
(B) Emotional/psychological Abuse: It is a behavior one's partner uses to control you or damage your emotional wellbeing. It can be verbal or nonverbal. Examples are name calling, mocking, intimidation, making humiliating remarks or gestures, yelling in your face or standing in a menacing way, manipulating your children, placing little value on what your wife says, putting you down in front of other people, cheating or being overly jealous, preventing or making it difficult for you to see friends and family, monitoring your phone calls, texts, car and computer use, etc.
(C) Economic/Financial Abuse: It happens when the abuser makes a victim entirely financially dependent on the abuser, with no power or say in the relationship. Examples are forbidding the victim to work or attend school, running up debt in the victim's name, hiding family assets, denying access to bank accounts, withholding money or giving an allowance, sabotaging educational opportunities by destroying class assignments, denying access to a vehicle or damaging the vehicles so that the victim cannot get to work, jeopardizing employment by stalking or harassing the victim at the workplace, etc.
(D) Stalking and harassment: Stalking and harassment can happen between strangers or in a relationship, where the abusive partner or ex demands your time even after you make it clear you do not want contact. Examples are refusing to leave when asked, embarrassing you in public, checking up on you constantly, following you including installing G.P.S. tracking software on your car or cell phone without your knowledge or consent, making unwanted visit or sending you unwanted messages, etc.
(E) Sexual Abuse: It occurs in committed relationships and marriages.
There are many governmental and non-governmental agencies that can be contacted in reporting this crime which include:
(I) The police: In reporting it, you should:
(a) provide the police with as much information you can
(b) Direct the police to the location of the offender 
(c) Provide evidence- pictures, videos of the scene if you have
(d) Tell the police what occurred during the incident
(e) Tell them of your past experiences if it has occurred several times
(f) Give all necessary information that will help the police

Help the domestic violence 
(1) Report to the police
(2) Counselling
(3) Welfare centres
(4) Organizations - Women Right Advancement Protection Alternative (WRAPA), Women Aid Collective (WACOL), Well Being Foundation Nigeria, Abuja Family Law Clinic, etc.

Essential information needed in crime reporting
(1) Nature of the crime: You must be precise in stating the nature of the crime. State if it is armed robbery, rape, illegal oil bunkering, etc.
(2) Description of the offender: Here you describe the age bracket, types of clothing worn, hair colour, complexion, average height, sex, etc.
(3) Vehicle used: State the colour or type and possible registration number of vehicles used for the operation
(4) Location of the incident: Clearly state the address of the incident describing the street, house colour, structure and number of the house
One of the major problems of reporting crime is that the event itself is usually over before the journalist gets there. When reporting on a parliamentary sitting, or the launch of a space rocket, the journalist has plenty of time to prepare, observe what happens and write the story in a logical sequence, from beginning to end
By the time the reporter learns of a robbery, the robber will probably have fled, the victims will be in hospital, answering police questions or in a mortuary, while the police themselves will already have started their investigation 
In trying to bring some order out of this chaos/ problem, you have to revert to the basis of journalism. Find out what happened to whom, then try to build up story - always put one eye on the deadline. The following are other factors to be considered in crime reporting:
(1) Personal qualities: You need a lively mind so you can think of ways around any problem you may come across in reporting. You need to be sympathetic to draw answers out of people who may be upset about the crime
(2) Sources of information: To limit the risk of inaccuracy, try to get information from as many sources as possible. If it is a small story about the theft of a car, you might get enough information from the police report. The police report can be a written report submitted by the investigating officer to his superior or a press release summarizing a case
(3) Reporting techniques: In practical terms, there are many things you can do to make your job as a crime reporter easier and more interesting. The most important of these is to establish good and reliable contacts
(4) Making and keeping contacts: Although, the police may be busy all day investigating crimes, many crimes never become news because no one thinks to tell journalists. It is your task to establish good contacts, people who tell you about events as soon as they happen
(5) Police contacts: You should get to know your local well. Do not expect even the best of police contacts to go searching for you with story ideas. Make regular visits or telephone calls at agreed time
(6) Observing and monitoring: All journalists should develop their powers of observation. On crime issue, you must always be aware of what is happening and what is not, what is said and what is not said

Handling information on common crimes
Information from common crimes should be handled carefully so that it can serve it purpose. In handling crime information, the following are essential:
(1) Give the information promptly: This is very important particularly for cases that needed to be investigated immediately or that need immediate acting for the culprit to be arrested and punished
(2) Give the information to the right person: Ensure that the information get to the person that will utilize it to help the victim and society at large. Ensure you do not tell everyone around
(3) Be calm and courageous: Hoarding facts will not help in arresting culprits and help the victim. Therefore, give all information that will help security in bringing the criminals to book






