



      CULTURAL ARTS
     JS 2 LESSON NOTES FOR 1ST TERM 2024/2025
      SUBJECT TEACHER: MR OLUWAKEYE BLESSING (BLESON)
INSTRUCTIONS: Students are expected to have copied a minimum of 4 topics before resumption.
SCHEME OF WORK
1. History of music
2. Pre historic era
3. The historic era
4. Kinds of Popular music
5. Popular music
6. Singing
7. National anthem
8. Construction of major scales
9. Practical

HISTORY OF MUSIC
ORIGIN OF MUSIC
Music has its origin in the desire of primitive people trying to express emotion. Such expression may be as a result of fear, pain, danger or joy. The origin of music can be traced to the beautiful creation of sounds that men, women and animals make. There are manmade sounds like sneezing, shouting, coughing, whistling, laughing, moaning etc. There are also animal sounds as follows: Lion-roar, Monkeys-chatter, cats-mew, Birds-sing, Dogs-bark, Cattle-moo, Frogs-croak, Goat-bleat, Hens-cackle, Sheep-bleat, Flies-Buzz, Pigs-snort.
Most animals make sounds of some kind under the impulse of fear, pleasure, hunger or desire but a primitive man is an exception. A man possesses three advantages of producing sound over animal. These are:
i. Man had in him the power of conscious, controlled and selected rhythm.
ii. Man had speech unlike animals that depend on regular body movement.
Man had the capacity for developing a control of pitch.
Every sound has their uniqueness when you hear them. But what makes a musical sound different from other sounds is the common elements like pitch, melody, harmony and rhythm which, when combine, makes a beautiful sound that is pleasing to the ear. Other origin of music include: Play rhythms, Bird sounds, mimicries, roaring of waves, clapping, work rhythms, speech communication etc.
EARLY FORMS OF MUSIC
Music is as old as creation and was used by man in many ways such as:
(i) For communication
(ii) For work and relaxation
(iii) For emotional expression
However, we can categorize the development of music in the following era (Pre-historic and Historic era).
THE PRE-HISTORIC ERA
The pre-historic era was the period before humans started to record events in writing. During this time, music was based on drums and percussion instruments. It was discovered through the following ways:
(i) Oral transmission: This is the passing on of music from mouth to mouth
(ii) Pictures: There are societies like Egypt that had pictures of people carved in caves and on stone playing instruments
(iii) Musical instruments: there are musical instruments used in the olden days that have been found in caves, tombs and temples.
MUSICAL CULTURES IN THE PRE-HISTORIC ERA
(1) EGYPT: There are lots of pictures taken from the Egyptians tombs to show their wealth of music dating back to the 15th century. It is responsible for the development of harp and lyre musical instruments.
(2) HEBREW: The documentation of dancing, singing and musical instruments in the old testament of the Bible is a proof of the musical activities that took place then.
(3) GREECE: The Greek culture has one of the richest proofs of music development during the early years. The word music is a Greek word. The music was based on its poetry, drama and ceremonies.
(4) ROME: Roman music copied a lot from Greek music. The notation, instrumentation and music practice are derived from Greek culture.
(5) AFRICA: African music is unique because of the way it has been preserved through oral transmission. The wealth of African music is seen in ritual, festivals and ceremonies. Improvisation, repetition and call and response is an organizing principle of African music.
THE EARLY FORM OF MUSIC
The following are the early form of music known to man
1. EGYPTIAN MUSIC: It is probably dated to the year 200 A.D. in music. Education music is very extensive in scope and had influence upon the later Greek music. It is responsible for the development of the harp and lyre family of musical instruments. Cymbals frequently accompanied music and dance.
2. GREEK MUSIC: It defines an art in which melody and rhythms were ideally inseparable. The Greek philosopher Plato proposed that education in music was sovereign and it’s compulsory in Greek education. Most of the music seems to have been monophonic (composed of one un-harmonized line). The principal instruments were two form of lyre (the Lyra and kithara), and a double oboe, the aulos. They were all used as solo instruments for singing and recitation.
3. ROMAN MUSIC: The music of ancient Rome was a part of Roman culture from earliest times. Despite the lack of musical originality, they did enjoy music greatly and they are imitators of the Greek culture because music did not develop from them. Song (Carmen) was an integral part of almost every social occasion. The ancient Romans used music at the theatre, military and ceremonial functions.
4. AFRICAN MUSIC: It is the kind of music practiced in Africa before the European influence. The music of the Africans is characterized by improvisation. In West Africa, drum ensembles consisting of three to five musicians who play interlocking patterns are common. The rhythm is complex and very interesting. Repetition is always used as an organizing principles. The lead singer is at liberty to improvise. This makes room for a call and response kind of singing.
THE HISTORIC ERA
Music started developing both in written and artistic form. This ear gives people a better way of documenting the musical form and styles; especially the composers of this period. This era can be divided into six major periods:
Middle Ages, Renaissance, Barroque, Classical, Romantic and Twentieth Century Period
(1) THE MIDDLE AGES: This period was around 500 A.D. It is also called the “dark ages”. The characteristics of music during this period were:
(a) It was the time western civilization developed
(b) Roman Catholic promotes music in writing
(2) THE RENAISSANCE (1420-1600): It means rebirth. During this period, people developed interest in the musical culture of their land apart from the church. It’s characteristic were:
(a) Musicians developed other forms of music
(b) Schools started teaching people how to write in more than one part (polyphony)
(c) Composers: Josquin des Prez, Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, John Dowland, William Byrd
(3) THE BAROQUE (1600 -1750): It came from the architectural style the builders (were using during time). The characteristics of this music are:
(a) Composers wanted new style apart from renaissance.
(b) The opera started developing during this period. An opera is a play that you set to music.
(c) A vocal music called Oratorio became popular. Oratoria is a set of music set to Bible passages.
(d) Composers include: Johann Sebastian Bach, George Frederic handel, Antonio Vivaldi, D. Scarlatti
(4) THE CLASSICAL PERIOD (1750-1820): It came into being as a result of tiredness for baroque style. Composers of this time include: Joseph Haydn, W.A. Mozart, L.V. Beethoven, C.V. Gluck other instrumental compositions like symphonies, sonatas and string quarter came up.
(5) THE ROMANTIC PERIOD (1820-1900): This period was when people were looking for new ways of expressing their emotions in their music. Their composers include: F. Mendelssohn, Robert Schumann, Frederic Chapin, Richard Wagner
(6) TWENTIETH CENTURY PERIOD (1900 TILL DATE): During this period, composers and musicians started looking for other ways of expressing their musical ideas; which led to the use of musical elements. Examples of composers of this period are: Fraz Livzt, Benjamin Britten, Claude Debussy, Aaron Schoenberg.
KINDS OF POPULAR MUSIC STYLE
Popular music is a fusion of rhythm and melody produced for ordinary people as it is easy to listen to. It is the kind of music that is well accepted by the people. It is made up of styles of music that are enjoyed and appreciated by many people.
(1) HIGHLIFE: It started in Nigeria in the western region around late 1940s and 1950s. It developed from Agidigbo music that was popular then, which happen to be a musical instrument. It represented the Yoruba example of folkloric bands. Examples of highlife musicians are Adeolu Akinsanya (eto baba eto), Kayode Fashola (The music maker), Victor Olaiya (The cool cat orchestra), Victor Uwaifo (mammy water), Bobby Benson (Taxi driver) , Roy Chicago, Eddy Okonta.
(2) KIRARI: It is a word from Hausa Origin meaning hailing. It was used in the olden days by the Hausa people during the various inter tribal wars to toss praise and glorify their warriors, But with the passage of time, Kirari is now used for the royalty and wealthy people.
(3) FUJI: It developed from Islamic musical activity called ‘Were’. Were is a kind of music adopted by the Muslims to wake themselves up during Ramadan fasting period. The music is highly percussive. The Fuji musicians include: Sikiru Ayinde Barrister, Ayinla Kollington (Kebe n’ Kwara), Adewale Ayuba (Bonsue Fuji), Wasiu Ayinde (Oluaye Fuji)
(4) MAKOSSA: It is also called Mapouka and originated from Cote d’voire in the late 1900s. The music spread across neighbouring west African countries but was banned for being immoral and too sexual suggestive.
(5) JUJU: It consists of three period namely:
(a) Formative period: It can be traced to early 19303 when the music was played by ensemble consisting of rattle, a tambourine and a lead singer. It came out of Asiko performance, the music that took place at palmwine bars.
(b) Transition period: The period is between 1936 and 1960 which witnessed a transformation of Asiko from rugged gangster music to acceptable urban popular music by Tunde king (The first Nigerian to record a master of his voice in 1936). Then, I.K. Dairo transformed the music from Lagosian tradition to all over Yoruba land.
(c) Developmental period: The music gained more acceptance and patronage around 1970s. It became the most commercially successful popular music in Nigeria. The two greatest exponents of this period were king Sunny Ade and Chief Ebenezer Obey. Other Juju musicians include: Ayinde Bakare, Moses Olaiya, Dele Abiodun, Sugun Adewale
(6) UDJE: This type of music is popular among the Urhobo people of the riverine areas. The activities of this music can be likened to Kirari and Yoruba chanters. It is full of music, poetry and dance.
(7) AFRO-BEAT: It was formed by Fela Anikulapo Kuti in the 1960s. The music was satirical in nature as it tended to criticize and correct social vices of corruption resulting from oil-boom. It is more of family music with instruments like saxophones, trumpets and electric drums. Two of his cons have taken over the style (Femi and Seun), with other afro-beat musicians like Orlando Julius, Lagbaja, Alariwo of Africa etc.
POPULAR MUSIC
Popular music can be divided into three styles 
(1) The western Contemporary styles: They are based on western e.g. hip-hop, rock music, salsa, ball room dance, disco, country music, rhythm and blues etc.
(2) The fusion styles: These are musical styles that combine the foreign  and African musical elements in the music e.g. Highlife, Afrobeat, Naija hip-hop, Afri rock, Makossa, Gospel music etc.
(3) The traditional styles: These are styles that are popular among ethnic groups like the ajasa, fuji, juju, apala, waka, sakara, ikwokrikwo

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
There are several types of musical instruments depending on their usage and the type of music they accompany. Some of them are:
(1) Instruments of the symphony orchestra. This includes 
(a) Woodwind – clarinet, oboe, bassoon, flute
(b) strings – violin, viola, cello, double bass
(c) Bass – Trumpet, tronbonce, tuba, euphomium
(d) Percussion – Timpani, piano, glockenspiel, cymbals vibraphone
(2) Popular music band: This consists both western and local musical instruments which include
(a) Guitar family – lead and bass guitar
(b) Brass family – Trumpet, alto sax, Teno sax, flute and trombone
(c) Percussion family – Jazz set, Conga
(d) Keyboard family – piano, organ, harmonium
SINGING
Singing is the most natural expression of music. It is the act of musical sound with the voice, especially words with a set tune. The voice is a major musical instrument that every singer must learn to take care for effective singing. A singer must maintain his voice range properly in order to protect and nurture his phonation system (throat, lung, trachea, voice box and wind pipe). If any of these organs are not active and working well, there will be difficulty in singing.
Pitch is the highness or lowness of a musical tone as determined by the rapidity of the vibrations producing it. It is the height of depth of a musical note. This means that not all notes are of the same pitch.
TYPES OF SINGING VOICES
1. SOPRANO: This is the highest female voice. They are classified as dramatic, lyric or coloratura (powerful voice, smooth and flexible voice). Mezzo-soprano used for a female voice that has a range between the soprano and contralto. The range is between G and upper C on the ledger line.
2. ALTO: The voice is common among women with lower range to soprano. It was applied to the highest make voice before (counter tenor or male alto). Today women who have a rich, weighty quality in the lower voice are called contralto. It has a range of about two octaves upward from E or F below middle C. 
3. TENOR: This is the highest natural male voice. There are two classes of tenor. Dramatic tenor (resembles that of a baritone) and lyric tenor (lighter and more agile). The range is between C on the bass clef and upper G on the bass clef.
4. BASS: This is the deepest and lowest male singing.
NATIONAL ANTHEM
(Note the new national anthem is yet to be incorporated into the curriculum)
National Anthems are the official national songs honouring the spirit of the native land. The new national anthem was adopted in 1978 and composed by Benedict Odiase, a police officer. Before then, Nigeria was using the one composed by the British since 1960. The new one symbolizes the collective will of the people of Nigerians, their aspirations as well as their obligations to the nation. It has two stanzas.
Tonic Solfa is the method of teaching music usually for singing. It is a method of naming the pitches of musical sounds from the lowest to the highest. Singing on the tonic solfa notation is like climbing a ladder from the bottom to the top and then coming down the bottom e.g. do, ray, me, fah, soh, la, te, doh.
Key signature: F major
Time signature: 
s, d: s: d: m: s:-:-
m, f  m:r:r:d:-:-
r, r:-m f:r: m:-f s:
s, l: s: f:m: r:-:-
d s:-s, s:m: l:-:-:
r, r:-m, f:r l:- s:-
f:m:r:r:d:-:-:-

 CONSTRUCTION OF THE MAJOR SCALE
          The word scale is derived from a Latin word ‘scala’ which means a ladder. A scale is an alphabetical succession of sounds in an ascending or descending order. It can start from any of the sounds A B C D E F and G. The starting point is called the key note and it is repeated as the eight note to form an octave eg C D E F G A B C. There is definite pattern of tones and semi-tones that forms a major scale and it is that position of tones and semi-tones that decides the kind of scale(T T S T T T  S)
There are various kind of scales. One of them is called major scale with eight notes. The eight notes of the major scale can be divided into 2 groups, each contains 4 notes. Each of these groups is called a TETRACHORD. It means 4 notes which divides the 8 notes into 2 namely: lower and upper tetrachord.
The semitones occur in exactly the same place i.e between the third and the fourth note. A semitone is the smallest distance between any two notes(half step). A tone is a whole step and comprises of 2 semitones.

                                CONSTRUCTION OF THE MAJOR SCALE (2)
           A scale is a musical term in which all the melodies in a piece of music are based upon. A scale is also a logical arrangement of musical alphabets in ascending or descending order, starting from the first given letter to the last letter and the first given letter is repeated as the last note to make the eighth note(octave). 
           A scale therefore can be described as a musical ladder of sounds ascending or descending from a starting point. For instance, the solfa notes (do, ray, me, fah, soh, lah, te, doh) forms a scale which almost everybody sings. There are various kind of scales. One of them is called major scale with eight notes. The eight note of a major scale can be divided into 2 groups, each containing four notes. Each of these group is called a tetrachord (upper and lower) 



In constructing any major scale, one must take note of these:
i. Each of the letters has its own scale.
ii. All the letters appear once but the first is repeated as the first note
iii. All major scale follow the pattern of tone tone semitone tone tone tone semitone(T T S T T T S).
iv. The solfa notation is the same in all the major keys(do ray me fah soh lah te doh ).
v. There are fifteen major scales but only twelve are practicable.
vi. The semitones appear between the third, fourth and seventh, eighth.
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