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SCHEME OF WORK
Lesson one: The Early Life of Jesus; the Annunciation and the Birth of Christ 
Lesson Two: The Visit of the Wise men and the Shepherds
Lesson Three: The benefits of keeping Virginity before and after Marriage
Lesson Four: The Family Life of Jesus; Jesus and his siblings and Jesus obeyed his parents.
Lesson Six: The Birth of John the Baptist and the Baptism of Jesus Christ
Lesson Seven: The Temptation of Jesus Christ according to the Gospels 
Lesson Eight: The Various Temptations that Confront Christians Today in the society.
Lesson Nine: Ways to Overcome Temptations  

THE EARLY LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST
INTRODUCTION
The birth of Christ ushered in a new era into the life of the Israelites as the king that has been prophesied by the prophets that shall be born was actually born into the world. We are talking about the beloved son of God, Jesus Christ; who came to save the world from sin. We shall be talking about; the prophecy concerning his birth, his birth according to the gospels, visit of the wise men and the shepherds and his presentation in the temple. 
THE ANNUNCIATION: THE BIRTH OF CHRIST FORETOLD (Isaiah. 9:6-7; Mat. 1:22-23; Luk 1: 30-33; Isa. 7:14; Micah. 5: 2
The birth of Christ was prophesied by some prophets in the Old Testament. Among them are Isaiah, and Micah. In the same way, Matthew and Luke in the New Testament also talked about the prophecy. The need for God to send Jesus Christ into the world to save man from sin after Adam failed Him in the Garden of Eden became imperative as man continued in his sinful nature after the fall. Jesus was to come and restore back the glory man had lost in the Garden of Eden.as a result of sin.
In Isaiah’s prophesies on the birth of Christ, he told the people that the Lord would give them a sign as a young virgin shall conceive and bear a son, who shall be called Immanuel which means, ‘God with us’. In his second prophesy, he said the government shall be upon his shoulder and his name shall be called, Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace. He said he would sit upon the throne of David to establish it in justice and in righteousness forever.
Micah in his prophecy referred to Bethlehem of Judah where Christ shall be born. Also, in the gospel of Luke, angel Gabriel was sent to the city of Galilee named Nazareth to a virgin called Mary to inform her of God’s promise of a son, who will sit on the throne of David. The angel assured her that the baby shall be conceived by the Holy Spirit through the power of the most High God. In response, Mary said;
   “Behold I am the hand maid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word”
The angel then left her.
                                                 THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 
The birth of Christ can be found in two separate accounts in the gospels. The first account is found in Matthew while the other is in Luke.
a) MATTHEW’S ACCOUNT ON THE BIRTH OF CHRIST: Mat. 1:18-25
Mary the mother of Jesus was engaged with Joseph and before getting married, Mary became pregnant of the Holy Spirit. Joseph, who was a just man wanted to put her away secretly, but God sent an angel to tell him not to be afraid to take Mary as wife that the child she was carrying was conceived of the Holy Spirit. The angel also said she shall bear a son called Jesus, who shall save people from their sins. Matthew said these things happened in fulfilment of the prophecy that had gone before. When Joseph woke up, he took Mary as wife, and he did not know her until the child was born.
b) LUKE’S ACCOUNT ON THE BIRTH OF CHRIST: Luk. 2:1-7 
Caesar Augustus passed a decree that the entire world should be taxed. This tax was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria. Everyone went to his own city to be taxed and Joseph also went from Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem of Judea with Mary his engaged wife, who was heavily pregnant. While they were waiting to be enlisted, Mary fell into labour, and she gave birth to a son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn.
The Significance of the Study and Moral Lessons
1. We learnt that the birth of Christ was as prophesied.
2. We learnt that God fulfils promises.
3. We should learn to be just and righteous.
4. We should obey God’s voice and do what He says.
THE VISIT OF THE WISE MEN (Mat. 2: 1-12)
As Jesus was born, wise men (magi) came from the east to visit him. They said that they saw his star in the east. Herod was the king at that time and he gathered all his chief priests and scribes and asked them where Christ was born, ‘the king of Jews’. Herod then called the wise men secretly and asked them the time the star appeared to them. He then told them to go and search very well for the child and when they had found him, they should come and inform him so that he will go and worship the child also.
However, they left Herod and went in search of the child and the star went ahead of them and stood over where the child was. They rejoiced when they saw the young child and Mary. They worshipped the baby and they presented three gifts to the baby which were, gold, frankincense and Myrrh. God warned them not go back to Herod and they departed through another way to their own country.
THE VISIT OF THE SHEPHERDS (Luk 2: 8-20)
On the night Jesus was born, some shepherds were in the field keeping watch over their flock and an angel of the Lord appeared above them with God’s glory shining around them. They became afraid and the angel told them not to be afraid that he was bringing them good news of a saviour who had been born in the city of David. He said as a sign, they shall see a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and placed in a manger. And there were multitude of heavenly hosts praising God with the angel.
When the angels had departed, they decided to go to Bethlehem to see things for themselves and when they got to Bethlehem, they saw the baby and his parents. They narrated to Joseph and Mary what they had seen concerning the child. The people wondered at the things they said about Jesus. But Mary kept those things in her heart. The Shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for the things they had heard and seen.
Significance of the Study and Moral Lesson
1. We learnt that the birth of Christ was universal by the visit of the wise men and shepherds.
2. We learnt that we should give honour to Mary and Jesus.
3. Among the three gifts presented to Jesus, Gold stands for his royalty, Frankincense stands for his priesthood while Myrrh stands for his death.
4. We should learn to keep secrets about our future.
                 BENEFITS OF KEEPING VIRGINITY BEFORE AND AFTER MARRIAGE
A virgin can be said to be a man or a woman who have not had sexual intercourse with any man or woman.
BENEFITS OF KEEPING VIRGINITY BEFORE MARRIAGE
1. It portrays a high moral discipline in the bride.
2. It shows how faithful the bride is to her vows.
3. It enhances the reputation of the bride.
4. It brings honour and respect to the family of the bride.
5. It makes her husband to have a sense of pride.
6. It gives husband a sense of emotional satisfaction and fulfilment.
7. It makes both couples to be highly respected in the society.
OTHERS INCLUDE.
8. Prevention of unwanted pregnancy
9. Avoidance of abortion
10. Prevention of being drop out of school.
11. Being free from STDs like HIV/AIDS, Gonorrhoea, and Ebola etc.
12. Avoidance of public shame and shattered dreams.
BENEFITS OF KEEPING VIRGINITY AFTER MARRIAGE
1. It enhances couple’s faithfulness and trust for each other.
2. It prevents the bringing in of STDs into the family.
3. It makes God to walk with the couple.
4. It keeps the family intact and deepens the emotional feeling for each other between the couple.
5. It does not allow breakage in a family or tearing apart.
6. It doesn’t allow couple to cheat on each other.
                          PRESENTATION OF JESUS IN TEMPLE (Luk. 2: 21-24)
At the age of eight days according to the laws of Moses, Jesus was circumcised and he was given the name Jesus. The law states that the first-born male child shall be called holy to the Lord. The child shall be presented in the temple with a pair of turtle doves or two young pigeons for purification.
a) THE PROPHECY OF SIMEON (Luk. 2: 25-35)
At the presentation of Jesus in the temple, there were two people in the temple, Simeon and Anna. Both of them prophesied concerning the child Jesus. Simeon was a righteous man filled with the Holy Ghost and he was waiting for Israel to be saved. The Holy Ghost told him that he would not die unless he had seen the Lord Jesus Christ. He took Jesus in his arms and blessed God and told God to allow him to die after he had seen the salvation God had prepared for His people. The parents of Jesus marvelled at the way he spoke. He told them that the child is set for the falling and rising again of many in Israel and through him, a sword shall pierce through souls that the thoughts of many hearts shall be revealed.
b) THE PROPHECY OF ANNA (Lk 2: 36-40)
In the same way, Anna, who was a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher, a widow, who was also serving God with fasting and prayers, night and day. When she saw Jesus, she gave thanks to God and spoke of him as the one sent by God for the redemption of Israel. When they had done all according to the law of the Lord, they returned to Nazareth in Galilee. The child grew and waxed stronger in the spirit. He was filled with wisdom and the grace of God was upon him.
Significance of the Study and Moral Lesson
1. We learnt that there are a lot of benefits attached to keeping one’s virginity before and after marriage.
2. We learnt that Jesus was sent for the redemption of Israel and all people.
3. We must learn to be filled with the Holy Ghost and with wisdom.
4. We learnt to worship God in prayers and fasting.
                         JESUS AND HIS SIBLINGS (Mat. 12: 46-50; 13: 53-56)
There was a day Jesus was teaching in a town hall and he was told that his mother and his brothers were standing outside intending to speak to him. Jesus then asked the person that told him a question and said; 
       “Who is my mother? And who are my brothers”?
He then stretched out his hands toward the disciples and said;
      “Behold my brother and my brothers’ for whosoever shall do the will of my father.
       which is in heaven, the same is my brother and sister and mother”.
When Jesus had finished his parables, he went to his own country and taught the people in parables that the people marvelled and asked where he got such wisdom and the mighty works. They said;
     “Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? and his brothers, James, and
       Joses, Simon and Judas?  And his sister, are they not all with us? Where then did he get all  
        these things”?

The people became offended in him. But Jesus told them,
      “A prophet is not without honour, except in his own country, and in his
       own house”.
He did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.
                              JESUS OBEYED HIS PARENTS (Luk. 2: 41-52)
Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover feast yearly. When Jesus was twelve years old, he accompanied his parents to the celebration. As they were returning, Jesus stayed behind at Jerusalem without the knowledge of Joseph and Mary. After they had gone a day’s journey, they started looking for Jesus among his brothers and his friends but couldn’t find him. They decided to go back to Jerusalem and they searched for him in Jerusalem for three days, after which he was later found in the temple.
At the temple, he was sitting in the midst of the doctors of the law, listening to them and asking them questions. The people were astonished at his understanding and the answers he gave to questions. When they saw him, they were amazed and when Mary asked him why he had treated them that way, he said,
     “How is it that you seek me? Don’t you know that I must be about my father’s
       business”?
They did not understand what he told them, but he went down with them to Nazareth and he was obedient to them. His mother kept all these sayings in her heart. Jesus increased in wisdom and stature and in favour with God and man.
Significance of the Study and Moral Lessons
1. We learnt that we are Jesus’ brothers and sisters when we do God’s will.
2. We should not underrate a prophet of God because of his background.
3. We learnt that we should obey our parents in all things and serve them.
4. We should learn to identify God’s assignment for us and follow it.                      
                       JESUS’ UNDERSTANDING OF FAMILY (Mat. 12: 46-50)
As Jesus was teaching the people, his mother and his brothers stood outside intending to see him. Someone then came and informed him that his mother and his brothers wanted to see him. Jesus reacted by saying that those who do the will of his father are his brothers, sisters, mother and father.
In Christ’s understanding of the family, he sees one’s family as not only members of his who are related by blood alone, but those who are united with him in the pursuit of God’s will on the earth. That is those who hears the words of God and do them. This does not mean that he did not recognize the importance of the earthly family. 
LEARNER’S RESPONSIBILITIES TO FAMILY (Eph. 6: 1-3)
Paul in his epistle to the Ephesians told the children to obey their parents in the Lord and said that it is right in the eyes of God and that of man. He said they should honour their father and mother in obedience to the first commandment with a promise: so that it will be well with them and so that they may live long on the earth. As children, you are to be submissive to God and to your parents in;
a. Faithfulness.
b. Undivided loyalty
c. Obedience
d. Uprightness
e. Simplicity
f. Holiness
g. Honesty
h. Honesty
i. Contentment
j. Purity of heart etc.  
Significance of the Study and Moral Lessons
1. We learnt that as we have earthly family, we should also have heavenly family.
2. We learnt that to become brother or sister of Jesus, we must be ready to do God’s will.
3. As children, we must learn to be submissive to our parents in faithfulness and in undivided loyalty.
4. We learnt that our obedience to our parents leads to long life and prosperity.
                                             THE BAPTISM OF JESUS
Baptism can be defined as the dipping of the body into the water for the cleansing of our sins. At baptism, Christians are to die with Christ, buried with him and be raised into a new life in him. This is why it is one of the greatest sacraments in Christianity. We shall be looking at the birth of the fore-runner of Christ and baptism and temptation of Christ.  
THE BIRTH OF THE FORE-RUNNER OF CHRIST (Mk. 1: 1-8; Lk 3: 1-20)
John the Baptist was the son of Zechariah and Elizabeth. He came into the world in form of Elijah. As it is written in the prophets, John was sent by God as a messenger to prepare the way for the coming of Christ. He was the voice crying in the wilderness, telling the people to prepare the way of the Lord and make His paths straight. He was preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins and many people from Judea and Jerusalem came to him and he baptized them at the river Jordan as they confessed their sins.
He wore a garment made of camel’s hair, and a girdle of animal skin around his loins. His food was locust and wild honey. As he was baptizing the people with water, he told them that someone is coming; whose shoes’ latchet he would not be able to loose. He said when he comes; he shall baptize them with the Holy Ghost and with fire.
Luke adds that now the axe is laid at the root of the tree: every tree that does not bring fruit shall be cut down and cast into fire. When the people asked for what they should do, Jesus said those who have two coats should give to those who have none and those who have meat should do the same. He told the publicans not to exact more than is appointed to them. He also told soldiers not to do violence to any man nor accuse anybody falsely and they should be content with their wages.
THE BAPTISM OF JESUS CHRIST (Mat. 3: 13-17, Mk. 1:9-11; Lk. 3: 21-22)
Jesus came from Galilee to be baptized by John at the river Jordan. John told Jesus that he wished to be baptized by Him. Jesus told John that he should allow him to be baptized by him in order to fulfil all righteousness. John then baptized him and as soon as he came out of the water, the heavens were opened and he saw the spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighted upon him, and a voice came from heaven, saying;
      “This is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased”.
The gospel of Luke added that Jesus was praying after baptism before the Holy Ghost came upon him. Jesus was baptized as the age of thirty.
 Significance of the Study and Moral Lessons
1. We learnt that John the Baptist came in form of Elijah the prophet, according to the prophets.
2. We learnt that we should prepare our hearts always for Christ’s coming.
3. We learnt that we should be baptized in water and the Holy Spirit.
4. We learnt that baptism is for the remission of our sins.



                   THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS (Mat. 4: 1-11; Mk 1: 12-13; Lk 4: 1-13)
Immediately after the baptism of Christ, the Holy Spirit led him into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he became hungry: 
In the first temptation, Satan came to him and said, “If you are the son of God, command these stones to become bread”. Jesus answered and said, “It is written, man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God”.
In the second temptation, the devil took him into the holy city and set him on a pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “if you are the son of God, jump down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning you: and in their hands, they shall bear you up lest you strike your foot against a stone”. Jesus said to him, “It is written again, you shall not tempt the Lord your God”.
In the third temptation, the devil took him to an exceeding high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory and said to him, “All these things will I give you, if you will bow down and worship me”. Jesus said to him, ‘Get behind me Satan; for it is written, “you shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve”. Then the devil left him and angels came and ministered to him.
                     SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION OF CHRIST
BAPTISM 
1. Baptism is one of the Christian sacraments, it cleanses one of the sins of Adam and Ushers him into the realm of the spirit. 
2. Jesus received the fullness of the spirit at baptism for his earthly ministry.
3. At baptism, the messianic sonship of Christ was revealed.
4. The divine backing of God for Christ’s ministry was made known at baptism.
5. The nature of humility in Christ was manifested at baptism.
6. Christ’s baptism shows that no one is above baptism.
7. At baptism, confession is made unto salvation. 
8. We Christians are made to be aware of the fact that baptism is by immersion.
9. At Christ’s baptism, we learn to fulfil all righteousness.
10. Christians must be able to reach certain age before engaging in baptism.
TEMPTATION 
1. Temptation is trying to influence or persuade somebody to do who is wrong or what one does not want to do.
2. It prepared Jesus adequately for the challenges he was to meet in his earthly ministry.
3. The first temptation was to make Jesus an Economic Messiah. The second was to make him a Magician while the third was to make him a Political Messiah.
4. Christ’s temptations enable Christians to be aware of temptation and be prepared for it.
5. Christ temptation shows that no one is above temptation.
6. The temptation of Christ shows the power and authority in the word of God.
7. It shows that to be tempted is not a sin but to fall into it is sin.
8. Christians are made to be aware of the fact that Satan can use anything to tempt them.
9. Christians are to be well grounded in the word of God so as to use it against Satan.
10. Temptation of Christ shows that we have power over Satan.
Significance of the Study and Moral Lessons
1. We learnt that we can be tempted at anytime and with anybody or anything.
2. We learnt that we must meditate on God’s word day and night and be prayerful to be able to overcome temptation.
3. We learnt to be aware of the fact that the devil also knows the Bible.
4. We learnt not to bow down to Satan in any way.
                          Please Note!
5. The gospel of Mark did not record the three temptations and it says Jesus was with the wild beast during temptation.
6. What is second temptation in Matthews’ gospel is third in Luke and vice versa.
7. Matthew has it that angels came to minister to Jesus after temptation while Luke says the devil departed from him for a moment.
 THE VARIOUS TEMPTATIONS THAT FACE US IN THE SOCIETY TODAY
The society today is made up of many categories of people. We have the men, women, girls, boys, children and the aged. As we communicate with or associate with these people in the society, we come face to face with temptation from them. In the same way, just like the way he did to Jesus, Satan also uses some of the things in the world to tempt us. These things include food, money, clothes, shoes, houses etc. time without number, Satan will always come to us to tempt us with these things, how can we overcome him?
TEMPTATIONS BY SATAN
1. We are being tempted to sit at home and worship God rather than going to the church.
2. We are tempted not to go to school but stay at home.
3. We are tempted to disobey God’s commandments.
4. We are tempted to disobey societal laws.
5. We are being tempted to lie always.
6. We are being tempted to steal.
7. We are being tempted to serve other gods.
8. We are being tempted to disobey our parents, elders and teachers.
9. We are being tempted to cheat in class work, tests, and assignments and in examination.
10. We are being tempted to be engaged in premarital sex etc.
                                    WAYS OF OVERCOMING TEMPTATION
We can overcome temptations today by:
1. Making Jesus Christ our role model; this is by following his footsteps as stated in the bible.
2. Lord (Fearing the God): when we fear God, we cannot sin against Him.
3. Bringing up children in the way of the Lord. In this case, the children will grow up and imbibe good conduct.
4. Being prayerful: when we pray always, we will get the power to overcome temptation.
5. Choosing to do right: in ever circumstance if we choose to do right, we will overcome temptation.
6. Running away: we should learn to run away from the place Satan is tempting us. 
7. Rebuking the devil: we have power and authority to rebuke the devil to get behind us.
8. Fulfilling God’s word (It is written): when we meditate on God’s word and know it, we will then use it to rebuke the devil and overcome his temptation.
9. Not being over ambitious: when the desire for earthly position is not so strong in us, we are on our way of overcoming temptation.
10.  Not being over greedy: when we are not too greedy for money, food, material things etc, we will be able to overcome temptation through them.
Significance of the Study and Moral Lessons
1. We learnt that we are always faced with temptations.
2. We are to be adequately prepared to face temptation.
3. We must try to overcome temptation so as to stand for Christ.
4. We must learn to fear God in order to overcome temptation.

