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                          SCHEME OF WORK 
Week 1: The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus
Week 2: The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus
Week 3: DISCIPLESHIP 
Week 4: MIRACLES OF JESUS 
Week 5: MIRACLES OF JESUS 
Week 6: THE PARABLES 
Week 7: THE PARABLES 
Week 8: SERMON ON THE MOUNT
Week 9: MISSION OF THE TWELVE DISCIPLES 
Week 10: MISSION OF THE SEVENTY DISCIPLES 


TOPIC:		The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus
Definition;  Baptism is a sacrament which washes away the original sin, by immersion or sprinkling of water which makes us children of God members of the church and usher us into heaven.
	Before Jesus started his earthly ministry, he had to prepare adequately. His baptism, temptation and selection of disciples are the three ways he prepared for his ministry.
		BAPTISM OF JESUS [Mtt 3:13-17, Mk 1:9-11, Luke 3:21-22]
Jesus Christ came from Galilee to Jordan to be baptized by John. When John saw Jesus, he hesitated to baptize him saying
	“I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
But Jesus answered him saying:
 	“Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness”
Based on this statement, John consented to baptize Jesus.
	After Jesus has been baptized he went up immediately from the water and behold, the heavens were opened and he saw the spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. Immediately, a voice came from heaven saying;
	“This is my beloved son, with whom I am well pleased”
				Significance of baptism of Jesus
1. In getting baptized, Jesus identified himself with sinners.
2. Jesus dedicated himself for the salvation work by receiving the holy spirit for power to perform his work.
3. The baptism presents Jesus as a law-abiding citizen.
4. Baptism of Jesus by a lesser person revealed his humility.
5 The voice from heaven marked the first public confirmation of Jesus as the son of God and messiah.
		TEMPTATION [Mtt 4:1-11, Mk 1:12-13, LK 4:1-13]
	The word temptation means to persuade or entice a person to do something wrong or unwise. Everyone on earth is constantly under one temptation or the other, depending on the circumstances one finds oneself.
	The temptation of Jesus Christ is an evidence that temptation is normal for every human being, but to yield to it is abnormal and a sin. Christ was tempted but he never yielded to the temptation.
The account of the temptation of Jesus was recorded by the three synoptic gospel writers: Matthew, Mark and Luke. They all recorded that after baptism, Jesus was led into the wilderness where he fasted for 40 days. Mark did not give detailed account of the temptation. Matthew and Luke were more detailed in their accounts, but the sequence differs. However, we shall discuss the account of Matthew.
	After the baptism of Jesus Christ, he was led into the wilderness where he fasted forty days and forty nights and afterwards, he became hungry, Satan came to tempt him. The first temptation said:
	“If you are the son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread”
Jesus replied:
 	“It is written, man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God”
In the second temptation, Satan took Jesus to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him:
	“If you are the son of God, throw yourself down. For it is written, he will 	give his angles charge over you and in their hands, they will bear you up lest 	you strike your foot against a stone”
Jesus replied:
	“You shall not tempt the lord your God”
In the third temptation, Satan took Jesus to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of this world and their glory and said:
	“All these I will give you, If you will fall down and worship me”
Then Jesus rebuked Satan and said:
	“Be gone, Satan for it is written, you shall worship the Lord your God and 	him only shall you serve”
Then Satan left him, and behold, angles came and ministered to him.
		The significance of Temptation of Jesus 
1. Devil wanted Jesus to be presented as an economic, political and miracle working messiah.
2. Temptation makes us better people if we overcome it, and prepare us for the future work God has for us
3. Temptation of Jesus prepared him fully for the salvation work he came to do on earth.
4. The temptation of Jesus is evidence that no human being is above temptation, but we must try to overcome it.
5. We should be interested in spiritual food [word of God] than physical food.
6. We should not allow hunger to lead us to sin.
7. Temptation comes from devil.


	Comparison of the synoptic accounts of the temptation
	The three synoptic gospels agree that Jesus was tempted after his baptism and before his public ministry.
	Mark only said that “The spirit drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan and he was with the wild beasts and the angles ministered to him”. Mark has no record of the three stages of temptation.
	Matthew and Luke state that Jesus was tempted on three separate occasions, but Luke’s sequence differs with that of Matthew. The order according to Matthew is as follows:
First-To turn stones into bread
Second-To fall from the pinnacle of the temple 
Third-To worship Satan
On the other hand, Luke’s order as fellows:
First-To turn stones into bread
Second-To worship Satan
Third- To fall from the pinnacle of the temple.


TOPIC:			Discipleship 
	[matt 4:18-25,9:9-13,MK 1:16-20,2:13-17,Lk 5:1-11, 5:27-32]
Disciple means a follower, that is, one who takes another as a teacher and model. Or a person who believes in and follows the teachings of a religious or political leader and also teaches others to do same.
			The call of the disciples
	In order to ensure continuity of the gospel message, Jesus chose some people to understudy him. These people were called disciples. The synoptic gospel writers agreed that James and John the sons of Zebedee, Andrew and his brother peter were the first four disciples to be called by Jesus Christ. Matthew, the tax collector became the fifth disciple.
	As Jesus was walking by the sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called peter and Andrew his brother, casting their net into the sea, he said to them:
		“follow me I will make you fishers of men”
Immediately, they left their nets and followed him. Going a little bit further from there, he saw James and John sons of Zebedee mending their nets with their father in the boat. He called them and they followed him.
	As Jesus passed on after healing the paralytic man, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax office and he said to him, “follow me” and he rose and followed him. Mark, in his own account, called him Levi, the son of Alphaeus. The above account however, was according to Matthew. 
			The Call of disciples according to Luke account
Luke’s account is a little bit different and more elaborate.
	Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret when he saw two boats by the by the lake. The fishermen had gone out  of them and were washing their nets. Getting to one of the boat which was Simon’s he asked him to put out a little from the land. Jesus sat down and taught people from the boat. When he had finished teaching, he said to Simon Peter;
	“Cast your net for a catch”
Simon answered him and said
	“Master, we toiled all night and have caught nothing, but at your word I will 	obey”
When he did, he had a big catch that their net nearly broke by the weight of the fish. They then called other fishermen to help them. The two boats were filled with fishes and started sinking. When Simon saw this miracle he was astonished he fell down at Jesus knees and said:
	“Depart from me for I am a sinner”
But Jesus replied;
	“Do not be afraid, for henceforth, you will be catching men”
When they brought their boat on land, they left everything and followed Christ.
	As Jesus went further, he saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at the tax office. He called him and the man followed him.
		

The Demands Of Discipleship [Mtt 8:18-22,LK 9:57-63,14:25-33]
	Demands of discipleship means the cost or requirements for true discipleship. Matthew and Luke gave account of three men who were ambitious to be among the disciples of Jesus. The following are the expected requirement for true discipleship:
1. Personal sacrifices
2.  Bearing of the cross
3.  Total Commitments
4.  Humility
5.  Faithfulness
6.  Love
7.  Obedience
8.  Total surrender
		Significant Points and Moral Lessons 
1.  We can be disciples of Jesus irrespective of our occupation.
2.  Christians should see their call to service as personal sacrifice and commitment they are making to God are not a chance to make personal gains.
3.  Discipleship requires self-denial and abandonment of earthly glory.
4.  Discipleship requires prompt response.
			
	TOPIC:			MIRACLES OF JESUS 
			[MTT 8: 23-27, Mk 4: 35-41, LK 8:22-25]
	Miracles are God’s intervention in human affairs. It can also say to be an act or event that does not follow the laws of nature and is caused by God.
	There are two major types of miracles and they are; nature miracles and healing miracles.
1.	Nature miracles can be referred as demonstration of Christ supernatural power on natural phenomena. Examples are turning water to wine, calming the storm, feeding of five thousand, feeding of four thousand and walking on the sea.
				Miracle of calming of the storm
	After Jesus had taught the multitude on the parables of the kingdom beside the sea and he entered the boat with his disciple to cross over to other side. While they were on the sea, there arose a storm that the boat was almost covered with water. The disciples became afraid and called on Jesus who was asleep in the corner of the boat saying:
		“Lord save, we are perishing”
Jesus then awoke and rebuked the winds and said to the sea:
				“Peace be still”
And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. Jesus then said to the disciples:
		“Why are you afraid have you no faith?”
   And the disciples were surprised and wondered what manner of man is this that even wind and sea obey him? The above account is a combination of Matthew and Mark gospel.
	Feeding of the four thousand [MTT 15:32-39,MK 8:1-9]
	After Jesus had cured the child of the Canaanite woman who was demon possessed, he went up to the mountain and the crowed came to him, bringing to him all those that had various infirmities.
	Jesus having healed the people of various diseases had compassion on the who had stayed three days without eating. Jesus felt that it was improper to send them away hungry because they might faint on the way, but the disciples reminded him of the impossibility of getting enough bread to feed such crowd in the wilderness.
	Jesus asked them how many loaves they had. They said seven loaves and few small fish. Jesus ordered the crowd to sit down. He took the seven loaves and the fish, gave thanks to God, broke them and gave them to the disciples to serve the crowd. Those who ate were four thousand men beside woman and children and ate to their satisfaction. Seven basket full of broken pieces left over.
			Walking on the sea[MTT 14:22-26, MK 6: 45-52]
	After feeding the four thousand, Jesus commanded his disciple to enter boat and cross to the other side of the sea. He remained behind to dismiss the crowd, and later went on the mountain pray. In the evening, the disciple faced the danger of a storm, as a result of a strong wind, and their boat was about to capsize. At about the fourth watch of the night, Jesus came to them, walking on the sea. When they saw him, they were highly afraid, thinking that they had seen a ghost immediately, they cried out, but he spoke to them, saying, “Take heart, it is I, have no fear”. 
2.	Healing miracles are demonstration of Jesus power over diseases, demonic forces and even death. They include; the healing of the leper, the paralytic, the centurion’s servant and the demoniac

		Healing of the leper[MTT 8:1-4, MK 1:40-45, LK 5:12-16]                       	When Jesus came down from the mountain where he delivered sermon. As he came down from the mountain, a great crowd who wished to hear more of his teachings followed him. A leper came to him saying 
		“lord if you will, you can make me clean”
Jesus immediately stretched out his hand and said;
				“I will, be clean”
Immediately his leprosy was cleansed. And Jesus ordered the man not to tell anyone what had happened, but to show himself to the priest and offer to him what Moses commanded for his cleansing as a proof to the people. The healed leper went about publishing what the lord had done for him.
			Significant points and moral lessons
1.  The nature miracles of Jesus show that nature is under his control.
2.  Jesus being asleep in the boat shows his human nature.
3.  The healing of the paralytic shows that he had power to forgive sin.
4.  All miracles are attempted to meet human needs but not to merely display power.


TOPIC:				The parables
	The parables are earthly stories with heavenly meaning. Parable can also be defined as a short story that is told in a simple way for easy understanding.
	Here, parables of Jesus are grouped under three categories;
1.  Parables of the kingdom of God
2.  Parables illustrating god’s love
3.  Parables illustrating concern for one another.
				Parables of the kingdom
		The sower [MTT 13:1-23,MK 4:1-20]
	At the bank of the sea, a large crowd gathered around Jesus and he got into the boat and taught them in parables and said:
	One day, a sower went to sow some seeds. As he sowed, some seeds fell along the paths and birds came and ate them up. Some fell on rocky ground where they had no good soil and was scorched by the sun.  some seeds fell among thorns, and were choked by the thorns. While the rest fell on good soil, and produced good fruit, some in hundred fold, some in sixty fold and some in thirty folds.
				Interpretation [mark 4:13-20]
The sower is the preacher of the gospel, the seed is the word of God, the bird is the devil, and the field is the heart of man.
	The seed that fell on the rocky ground are those who hear the word, received it with joy but it has no root in them, so when tribulation or persecution comes on account of the word, they fall away.
	The seeds sown among thorns are those who hear the word, but the cares of the world and the delight in riches render the word ineffective and unfruitful. Those seed that fell on the good soil are those who hear the word, understand it and it produced fruits in hundred fold, in sixty fold and in thirty fold.
		The parable of mustard seed [MTT 13:31-32,MK 4:30-32, LK 13:18-19]	
Jesus compared the kingdom of God with a grain of mustard seed, which when sown, is the smallest of all shrubs, with many branches, where the birds of the air can make their nests.
			Parables illustrating God’s love
			The lost sheep [Mtt 18:12-14, LK 15:1-7]
	Jesus narrated this parable when the Pharisees accused Jesus of receiving sinner and eating with them, he told them the parable of the lost sheep. He asked them who among them would have one hundred sheep and when one get lost would not leave the ninety-nine and search for the lost one, and if it is found would not rejoice with his friends over the lost and found sheep. He went further to tell them that there is more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who need no repentance.
				The lost coin [LK 15:8-10]
	Jesus continued after the parable of the lost sheep to ask the scribes, whether there was any woman who had ten silver coins and lost one coin, who would not put the light, sweep the house and search carefully for the lost coin, until it was found. She would invite her neighbors to rejoice with her over the coin which was lost but found. He concluded by saying that there is joy before the angles of god over one sinner who repents.
		
Parables illustrating concern for one another 
				The Good Samaritan [LK 10:25-37]]
	A lawyer wanted to put Jesus to test and thus asked him what he should do to inherit eternal life. Jesus, in response to the question, threw the question back to the lawyer, asking him what the law stated as the requirement for inheriting the kingdom of god. The lawyer answered, “ what is written in the law?” [DEUT 6:5, LEV 19:18] “you shall love the lord your god with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself’. Jesus told him that he answered correctly and that he should observe what he had said.
	The lawyer who still wanted to justify himself, further asked, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus then told him the parable of the good Samaritan as an answer to the question. A man was going from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell among robbers who stripped him naked, and after beating him, departed leaving the man half dead. A priest who was travelling on that road saw the man and passed by, without any effort to help the dying man. A Levite equally saw him and behaved like the priest. But a Samaritan, on a journey saw the man and had compassion on him. He bound up his wounds, set him upon his beast, took him to an inn, and took proper care of him. The following day, the Samaritan paid the keeper two denarii,, promising to pay any extra expenses incurred by the inn-keeper in taking care of the man.                                                           
	Jesus then asked the lawyer to tell which of the three had proved a neighbor to the man who fell among robbers. The lawyer replied, ”he one who showed mercy”. Jesus discharged him by telling him to go and do likewise.
			Significance and moral lessons
1. The parable of the lost sheep and lost coin show God’s interest in, and concern for sinners.
2. The repentance of the sinner is the major factor in the mission of Jesus.
3. The parable of the prodigal son reveals God’s readiness to forgive a repentant sinner.
4. God is ready at all times to forgive a repentant sinner. Therefore, repentance is a condition for forgiveness.
5. Religious office is not a criterion for salvation.
6. Our neighbor is anybody who needs our help.
7. Christianity has a practical manifestation through rendering help to others and doing other works of charity.

	
TOPIC:			SERMON ON THE MOUNT
	Sermon on the mount is the general name for all teachings that Jesus gave to his disciples.
SUB-TOPIC:		THE BEATITUDES [MATT. 5:1-12]
	The word beatitudes is derived from the Latin word “Beatus” meaning blessed, happiness, success, prosperous. The beatitudes are the expected Christian qualities which Christians must possess in order to inherit kingdom of God. The eight beatitudes are;
1. Blessed are the poor in the spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
2. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
3. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
4. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
5. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.
6. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
7. Blessed are the peace makers, for they shall be called children of God.
8. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

THE DISCILPES AS THE SALT OF THE EARTH AND LIGHT OF THE WORLD [MATT. 5:13-16]
	Jesus made it clear to his disciples that they were, firstly, the salt of the earth. As the salt of the earth Christians should perform the two major functions of salt and there are; PRESERVATION AND SEASONING. In other words, we should preserve and improve good values of the society. Christians are to make the world tasty by their services to humanity and community.
	Secondly, the disciples were describe as the light of the world. Light dispels darkness. It promotes vision, knowledge and understanding. The disciples as the light of the world, were to act as moral models. Their lifestyle should be worthy of emulation. When we are committed, we become the light of the world and we are to behave in an upright manner and do what is right at all time.





TOPIC:	SERMON ON THE MOUNT
SUB-TOPIC:	THE NEW LAW [MATT. 5:21-48]

	The teachings of Jesus on the law were aimed at promoting a deeper and more practical observance of the law rather than a mere ceremonial and shallow approach. 
	The teachings centered on; Divorce, murder, swearing, oath taking, revenge, adultery and love.
MURDER: It can be defined as the act of killing somebody deliberately. The law of Moses said “Thou shall not kill” but Jesus in his teaching said that anybody who is angry with his brother shall be liable to judgment because anger is equivalent to murder if not controlled. According to his teaching, we should avoid insult and anger which is the root of murder.
ADULTERY: It was written in the law of Moses “Thou shall not commit adultery” but according to the teachings of Christ, adultery or fornication does not consist only of physical sexual intercourse rather even when a man looks at a woman lustfully, he has already committed fornication or adultery in his heart. Jesus also advised us to cut off any part of our body that will lead us into sin.
SWEARING/OATH TAKING: The law of Moses said that oath taking in the name of God must be fulfilled. That is, the Jewish law forbade false swearing. This was to ensure truthfulness and honesty among the people.
	However, Jesus told the Christians not to swear at all. He condemned searing completely because it improves lack of confidence among men. He concluded by saying “Let your yes be yes and your no be no” and that anything more than this comes from devil.
REVENGE: Jesus condemned the doctrine of “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth” which was prevalent among the Jews. Jesus advised his disciples not to revenge rather we should cloth ourselves with humility, patience, tolerance and must be ready to bear insult, practice endurance, accommodation and show charity. Vengeance belongs to God.
LOVE: The law made it clear that one should love his neighbor and hate his enemy. But Jesus in his teaching advised his followers to love their enemies and pray for those who persecuted them. This would set them apart from the world, and make them God’s ambassadors on earth.
			TRUE RELIGION [MATT. 6:1-18]	
	Jesus in his teaching taught his disciples on prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 
PRAYER: Jesus in his teaching on prayer told his disciples not to pray like hypocrites who love to stand in the synagogues and in the street corners to pray so that men will see them and praise them. He said by doing so, they have already received their reward. 
	Jesus, taught that when we want to pray, we should go into our room, shut the door and pray to our father who is sees in secret and He will reward us.
FASTING: Jesus told his disciples not to look dismal like hypocrites while fasting because hypocrites used to disfigure their faces so that their fasting may be seen by all men and by doing so, they have received their reward.
			WORLDLY POSSESSION [MATT. 6:19-34]
	The direction of one’s piety usually determines where one’s treasure or reward lies. To men in general, the treasure is here on earth; but to God, the treasure is, or should be, in heaven. Earthly treasure may decay or perish, but heavenly treasures represent the material possessions or wealth that men have which are ephemeral and perishable, heavenly treasures represent fellowship with God, using what God has blessed you with to touch people’s life and they are permanent. Jesus warned his disciples against earthly riches and advised them to lay up their treasures I heaven. 
	Further more, Jesus, admonished us to focus on God for it is not possible to serve God and serve mammon. Mammon means money or wealth. Christians are to serve God and forgo riches.
	Jesus also told his disciples not worry about what to eat, or wear, but to trust in divine providence. In summary, he told them to “seek first the kingdom of God and its righteousness, and all other things shall be yours as well”
		SIGNIFICANCE AND MORAL LESSON
1. Jesus did not come to abolish the law but to fulfill it.  
2. The law of love is the supreme law.
3. Materialism is a hindrance to spiritual growth.
4. Faith in divine providence is a sign of self-surrender to God, and a necessary condition for true Christianity.        





TOPIC:		MISSION OF THE TWELVE DISCIPLES 
			[MATT. 10: 1-15, MK. 6:7-13, LK. 9: 1-16]
	After Jesus had chosen the twelve disciples he privately trained them on various spiritual roles they were expected to play towards his earthly ministry. Jesus charged his disciples with the following responsibilities which include;
1. To preach the gospel.
2. To heal the sick.
3. To cast out demons.  
THE COMMISSIONING AND INSTRUCTION JESUS GAVE THE TWELVE DISCIPLES ACCORDING TO MATTHEW

1. They were to go nowhere among the gentiles and no town of the Samaritans, but to gather the lost sheep of the children of Israel, and preach that the kingdom of heaven was at hand.
2. He told them not to collect any money for the word and miracles for they received freely and freely they should give.
3. They were to heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers and cast out demons.
4. He told them not to go with anything such as gold, silver, no money, no bag, no two tunic, no sandals, no staff, no copper in their belts because the labourers deserves wages. 
5. They should stay with a worthy person that welcomes them and eat and drink whatever they are given until their departure.
6. They should bless any house that welcomes them with peace but shake off the dust from their feet wherever they were denied accommodation and hospitality as a testimony against them.
DIFFERENCES IN THE SYNOPTICS ACCOUNT OF THE MISSION OF THE TWELVE 
1. In Matthew’s account the disciples were strictly instructed not to go near gentile’s house, but to go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Mark and Luke did not say so.
2.  Matthew mentioned the names of the disciples who were sent.
3. Mark alone records that the disciples were sent out in twos and disciples were to go with only staff and sandals where as Matthew and Luke did not allow them.
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE TWELVE [MK. 6:12-13]
	The twelve returned with joy and huge success. They told Jesus that many Jews received the gospel and repented. They were able to heal the sick, cast demons and performed all kinds of miracles in the name of Jesus.




	
         TOPIC:	THE MISSION OF THE SEVENTY DISCIPLES [LK. 10:1-24]
	Haven selected the seventy, Jesus sent his disciples ahead in pairs to every town and village which he intended to visit. Before sending out he remarked.
		“The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few, pray 					therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his 
		Harvest. Go your way, behold I send out as lambs in the midst of
		Wolves, but you shall by no means be harm”
Jesus then charged them to carry no purse, no bag, no sandals and salute no one on the road. He told them to extend peace to any house that welcomes them and curse any house which refused to accommodate them by wiping off the dust of their feet against them. They should heal the sick and tell people that the kingdom of God has come near them.
	He said it shall be more tolerable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for such city. He also condemned the cities of Chorazin and Bethsaida because if mighty works done in them had been done in Trye and Sidon, they would have repented long ago and wouldn’t have been destroy. He told that anyone that hears them, hears him and anyone who hears him hears his father who sent him. In same way, anyone who rejects them rejects him and also rejects the one who sent him.
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE SEVENTY DISCIPLES
	The seventy returned with joy and stories of their success; “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name” Jesus told them that he saw Satan fall like lightening from heaven. He then told them that he had given them powers and authority over Satan and his agents. 
	However, Jesus admonished them not to rejoice that demons obey them, rather they should rejoice because their names are written in heaven.
SIGNIFICANCE AND MORAL LESSON
1. Learning is more effective when there is room for practice.
2. The mission point to the importance of the kingdom. 
3. The power and authority of Jesus over the world have been transferred to his disciples, even till this day.
4. The mission further explain the need for faith in divine providence.   

 
  
                                                                                                                                                                   
